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Al's
VISION

is of aworld in which

every person enjoys all
of the human rights
enshrined in the

Universa Declaration of
Human Rights and ather
international standards.

Al's
MISSION
isto undertake research
and action focused on
preventing and ending
grave auses of the
rightsto ptysica and
mental integrity, free-
dom of conscience and
expression, and freedom
from discrimination,
within the ontext of its
work to promote dl
human rights.

Al's
CORE VALUES
remain those of :
international solidarity,
effedive ation for the
individual victim, global
coverage, the universal-
ity andindivisibility of
human rights,
impartiality and
independence, and
democracy and mutual
resped.
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Stop violence against women

Violence against women is a “cancer”
eating away at the core of every soci-
ety, in every country of the world, Al
Secretary General Irene Khan said on
5th March, as she launched the or-
ganisations new global campaign to
stop violence against women.

Speaking at a press conference in
London, Irene Khan said: “Violence
against women is a human rights
atrocity. From the battlefield to the
bedroom, women are at risk. Govern-
ments are failing to address the real
“terror” of our world that millions of
women face every day”.

Publishing a new report outlining the
endemic scale and urgency of the
problem Al emphasised that at least
one in three women in the world will
suffer serious violence in their lifetime.

The 122-page report, “It's in our
hands-Stop violence against women”,
shows that whether in times of peace
or war, women are being subjected to
atrocities simply because they are
women. The report challenges gov-
ernments to act-both to enact new
laws and enforce existing ones that
are often ignored-to prevent millions
of women being beaten, raped, mur-
dered, assaulted, mutilated and even
denied the right to ever exist.

“Cultural” practices such as female
genital mutilation (already affecting
135 million girls and women globally,
with two million more at risk every
year) and so-called “honour” killings
(thousands of deaths in dozens of

Group Meeting
Monday 19th April 2004

Frank BOULT ON
(Oxford Research Group)
will speak on
IRAQ
Avenue St Andrew’s
United Reformed Church
The Avenue, Southampton
(Use main Church entrance)
7.3pm
ALL WELCOME
(Please note date of meding)

countries every year) are major fac-
tors in violence against women
around the world, and Al is calling
for these to be generally acknowl-
edged and treated as human rights
crimes.

Violence threatens women in multi-
ple forms during conflict e.g. female
child soldiers who are routinely
raped by their own troops; civilian
women and girls who are mutilated,
raped and murdered as a weapon of
war.

Up to 70% of the world’'s female
murder victims are killed by male
partners, and Al is linking violence in
the family (often called “domestic
violence”) with other harmful com-
munity-based practices and acts of
violence that see girls and women
being abused and killed on every
continent.

This News Letter is produced by The Southampton Group of Al
represent the views of Amnesty International.

More details from
John Willi ams Editor
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Stop violence against women. Take action now.

USA: Violencein the family member of an ethnic minority.

Maria Teresa Macias (Teresa) Call on the President of the
had good reason to fear that her USA to incresse dforts to en-
husband would kill her: in the 18 sure that US jurisdictions fund
months before her death, she - and implement the measures ini-

peded to the padlicefor help more
than 20times.

Her husband bed her and sexu-
aly assaulted her and their three
children. Shefled, bu he stalked
her, terrorising her by making
constant deah threds. Findly, on obligation to arrest batterers,
15 April 1996 he shot and killed conduwt immediate and exhaus-
her, then shot her mother twice, Join our global campaign tive investigations of all reports
before turning the gun on him- of gender-based violence in the
salf. for woman’s right to home, and recave gpropriate
Not once in the procealing i training and guideli nes.

months was Teresa's husband ar- freedom from violence Send appealsto:

rested for flouting court orders George W Bush,

that prohibited hm from going President,

nea her or contacting her. Ap- The White House,

peds to the pdlice for asgstance Officeof the President,

were ignored, rarely even dacu-| | . 1600Pennsylvania Avenue,
menteo?, and nofoIIB(/)W-up adion wolencg d the hands of her Washingt:)]?lyDC 20500,
nasicken i g | 7

It took her f_amny six years of le- prevent and purish that vio- Send m&ssage§ of solidarity
ga proceadings to hdd the Sher- and support to:

= : lence She was denied her
iff s Department in Sonama constitutiondl right to equal Purple BeretssWomen Defend-

tiated by the federal government
to combat violence aainst
women in the “Violence Against
Woman Act”.

Ask him to ensure that all law
enforcement agencies med their

Take action:

and discrimination

Teresawas nat just avictim of

County, Cadlifornia, to acourt. rotedion undr the law be ing Women,
In June 2002, the Sheriff' s De- Eause <he Was Woman. & Vic- PO Box 3064,Santa Rosa,
partment paid them $1 milli on. ’ CA 95402,USA

tim of family violence and a

L etter writing quide

* Always be polite. Thisruleisessential andinvariable. Your aimisto help, ot to relieve your own feelings.
Governments dori't respond to abusive or condemnatory |etters (however well deserved!)

* Always write your letters on the basis that the Government concerned is open to reason and discussion.

*|t isimportant where possible to stress a courtry’ s reputation for moderation and justice, to show respect for its
constitution andjudicia procedures, andto demonstrate an understanding of current difficulties. Thiswill give
you more scope to pdnt out ways in which the human rights stuation can be improved.

*Follow strictly the instructions given by Al.

*Never use palitical jargon. Don't give the impression that you are writing because you are ideologically or po-
litically oppcsed to the government in question. It isfar more dfective to stressthat your concern for human
rightsis not politically based in any way, bu in kegoing with basic principles of international |aw.

*|f appropriate, explain who you are and what you do. It shows your |letter is genuine, and that people from
varying walks of life are following eventsin the courtry concerned.
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Group News: March 2004

There was no GroupMeeting, instead the South-
ampton Group reld a oncert by SEGALULA to
mark International Women'’s Day.

The large audience enjoyed avariety of music
and ppems by SEGALULA, alocd women’s
group,which celebrated women.

The wonderful evening of cdebrationwas
launched by Southampton’'s Mayor, Parvin Da-

mani, by the lighting of the Amnesty Candle.
The Mayor aso closed the evening with some
messages to the audience abou the significance
of this day and the fad that however small, we
can al make adifference.

Thanksto all those responsible for organising
this plendid event.

Seleded key statistics about violenceto women

¢+ One in three women in the world will suffer
violencein their lifetime.

+ Ead yea two million grls aged between five
and 15are introduced into the cmmmercia sex
market and 700,000nvomen and girls are traf-
ficked for sexual exploitation.

+ One in five women in the world will be the
victim of rape or attempted rape in her life-
time.

¢ In the USA a woman is raped every 90 sec-
onds.

+ Inthe UK there were 14,000 recorded rapesin
2003 (8% up on 2003; only one in five rape
attads are reported to the padice 167 women
are raped every day.

¢ 79 courtries have no (or unknown) legislation
against domestic violence aUNIFEM survey
has found

¢ Abou 70% of femae murder victims are
kill ed by their male partners.

¢ In 1999 in the USA, over haf a million
women were the victims of domestic violence;
awoman is assaulted (usually by her husband/
partner) every 15 seands and four women die
eat day as aresult of violencein the family-
approximate 1,400women ayed.

+ Domestic violence acounts for more deah
and ill-hedth than cancer or traffic accidents
in Europe.

¢+ At least 1,000 women and girls a year are
killed in “honou crimes’ in Pakistan aone-
despite under-reporting a minimum of one
new case aday (on average) is reported by the
Pakistani newspapers.

+ InlIndathere are gproximately 15,000 davry

deahs per year, mostly disguised as kitchen
fires.

¢+ “Honou” defences (partial or complete) are
legal in Peru, Bangladesh, Argentina, Ecua-
dor, Egypt, Guatemala, Iran, Israd, Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon, Turkey, the West Bank and
Venezuela.

¢ Around 135million girls and women glob-
aly are estimated to have undergone female
genital mutil ation-a further two milli on girls
ayea are a risk of undergoing FGM.

¢+ 97% of married women in Egypt aged 15to
49 have undergone FGM. In and arourd
Juarez, Mexico a least 370 women (many
low-paid workers in assembly plants for
multinational companies) have been mur-
dered in the last 10 yeasnealy 140 d
these were sexually tortured before they
were kill ed.

+ Between 250,000and 500,000 women, or
abou 20% of women, were raped duing the
1994 Rwanda genocide.

+ In Bosnia and Herzegovina 20,00050,0
women were raped duing five months of
conflict in 1992.

¢+ Marital rape is recognised spedficdly as a
crime in orly 51 countries acerding to
UNIFEM information.

+ In Chile only 3% of al raped women report
the incident to the pdlice

+ In South Africain 2000 52,975apes were
reported, with the 12-17 yea age group ke-
ing the most vulnerable-the rape @nwviction
IS 7%.

+ In the UK one in four women will experi-
enceviolence d the hands of a partner.




Amnesty International condemned the
bombings in Madrid on 11th March.
See AI web site for details.
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Diary:

¢ April 2-4 2004 Amnesty UK, National
Conferenceand AGM. (Please notethe
dateisincorrect on Events Calendar.)

¢+ Monday 1%h April: Please notethisis
the third Monday not the usual second
because of Easter. Group Meding: Frank
Boulton, Oxford Reseach Group, Irag-
one yea on, updte on human rightsis-
sues. Plusfeealback from Amnesty UK
National Conference axd AGM. 7.30 pn,
Avenue St Andrew’ s United Reformed
Church, The Avenue. All Welcome.

+ Monday 1ah May: Group Meding:
Central America Speda Action (CASA).
7.30 pn, Avenue St Andrew’ s United Re-
formed Church, The Avenue. All Wel-
come.
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R
URGENT
SALEABLE ITEMS
WANTED
for
Amnesty Stall
on
3rd May

BRIC-A-BRAC
SECOND-HAND ITEMS
JAMS AND PRESERVES

PLANTS

ANYTHING SALEABLE

Please bring to April Meeting or
Contact Mary 8066 7508
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