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War Prevention Works : lraq one year on

Dr Frank Boulton of the Oxford Re-
search Group spoke at the April meet-
ing about the conflict in Irag and more
generally about the alternatives to
conflict. The points below are taken
from Dr Boulton’s talk and a publica-
tion produced by “Peace Direct” and
“Oxford Research Group” written by
Dr Scilla Elworthy. The publication,
plus “War Prevention Works” (which
describes 50 stories of people resolv-
ing conflict) are available from the

Human Rights and oth¢r Southampton group.

international standardq.
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Prior to the invasion of Iraqg, several
NGO’s familiar with Iraq detailed
plans to the US and UK leadership for
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the Saddam Hussein regime without
military invasion. These included:

¢+ Extension of UNMOVIC inspec-
tions for WMD

Addition of an inspection force to
check on the constitutional
changes claimed by the regime.

¢ Installation of TV and radio broad-
casting networks to provide non-
regime information to Iraqis.

¢ Introduction of methods to protect
opponents of the regime.

¢ Provision of non-military support
to opposition groups.

¢+ Agreement and policing of a bid-
ing code not to supply arms to any
faction.

¢ Introduction of effective boundary
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controls on gun-running with se-
vere and enforceable penalties,
to curtail opposition groups fight-
ing each other.

¢+ Substantial increase in human
intelligence gathering, to provide
accurate information on levels
and quality of internal opposition.

Whilst it is accepted that these pro-
posals would have undoubtedly
taken some time to work, they would
have resulted in fewer civilian and
military casualties, little physical de-
struction, and none of the current
bitterness and hatred for occupying
forces.

Non-military support for progress to
a multi-party state could eventually
have produced an lIraq opposition
capable of government, as hap-
pened in South Africa, Poland etc.
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Control Arms Campaign-Update and Action

In the first six months of t
campaign Al has had a positiye
response from governments [i
many different world regions
the call for international Ar
Trade Treaty (ATT). The U
government has welcomed
campaign but has yet to publig
endorse the ATT.

The number of visual sign-ups
rising and supporters have join

Department of Foreign Affairs
80 St Stephen’s Green
Dublin 2

Ireland

Dear Mr Cowan,

Re Ireland’s support for
Arms Trade Treaty

| am encouraged by the Iri
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government’s work to keep the

from over 150 different cou
tries, the total number of sign-
IS somewhere in the region
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agenda.
One person dies every miny
from armed violence around t
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100,000. There are many Mip{EESCIRUITERUUEMEEE

celebs, public figure and spor
people who have also signed
petition. For more details visj:
http://www.controlarms.ord
famous faces/index.htm

world. Current regulations

killed by armed violence

tional Arms Trade Treaty wou

~

trols, ensuring that all states ¢
erate under the same rules,
specting International Law.

ernment to take the lead |in
publicly pledging support ar|d
show responsibility for globgl
security and human righ
Please add your own points
the letter if you can.

What action can you take next
The Irish government is taking|
positive approach to arms expdr
control. They now need to ta
the next step and pledge t
support for an Arms Trads
Treaty. There is a window of o

pledge Ireland’s public suppd
for an Arms Trade Treaty. U
the Presidency of the EU

show Ireland’s strong leadersi}
on human rights and global

to

SAMPLE LETTER

portunity now, whilst Irelan Please send the following lef- curity at this uncertain and cri
holds the Presidency of the ter to- cal time.

Please use the sample letter |o Brian'Cowen Yours sincerely,

low to encourage the Irish g XXXX

Minister for Foreign Affairs
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trade. A legally binding interng-
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Letter writing quide

*Always be polite. This rule is essential and inahle. Your aim is to help, not to relieve yowrrofeelings.
Governments don't respond to abusive or condemyédtiers (however well deserved!)

*Always write your letters on the basis that thev@mment concerned is open to reason and discussion
*|t is important where possible to stress a coustrgputation for moderation and justice, to shegpect for its
constitution and judicial procedures, and to dertrates an understanding of current difficulties.isTiill give
you more scope to point out ways in which the hunigints situation can be improved.

*Follow strictly the instructions given by Al.

*Never use palitical jargon. Don't give the impseam that you are writing because you are ideoldlyior po-
litically opposed to the government in questiohis ffar more effective to stress that your conderrhuman
rights is not politically based in any way, bukigeping with basic principles of international law.

*|f appropriate, explain who you are and what yau dt shows your letter is genuine, and that pedmm
varying walks of life are following events in theuntry concerned.
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Group News: April 2004

Business meetingMary Brown took the chair i
the absence of Veronica Tippetts.
1. The Segalula concerhad raised £400.

—

Speaker: Dr Frank Boulton (Oxford Re-
search Group) The key ideas of the Oxfo
Research Group on alternatives to conflict

d
are

10.

. Cards on the “Stop Violence Against

There had been a small amount of publicitly,
and 49 letters had been signed for the “St¢p
Violence Against Women” campaign.
Thanks to all those who helped.

Women” campaign were available at the
meeting.

Action of the Month: a letter and partition
was available on “China: execution of chilg
offenders”.
European Elections:Al has issued a mani
festo for the elections. The Brighton Grou
had volunteered to do a hustings. Soton
group agreed to write to candidates, more
formation at next meeting.

Campaign for Controlling Arms Trade:
Two new reports are available from Mary.
See also page two of this News for Letter
writing action.

Fundraising: The next fundraising event
will be a stall at Totton Charity Market on
May 3rd.

Finances:Frank reported in Giampaolo’s ap-
sence. Current balance £900, agreed to gend
£300 to AIUK.

Raffle Tickets: Because of the other activi
ties we get involved in we will not, as a
group, be taking part in this fundraising ac
tivity.

Sub Groups: Death Penaltynothing new tg
report;CASA: information at next meeting;
CHIRAN: Nothing new to reporfRefugees:
a new video is availabl&orth Korea: The
idea of Soton twinning with a city in North
Korea had been discussed with the City
Council. As there is little contact with NK
they declined the suggestion. However, tf
would be prepared to help with any further
cultural contact. Cards etc had been sent
NK via Suzannah Clark, who is again visit
NK.

Report form AIUK AGM/Conference, see
next News
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outlined on page one. Some additional pgints

made by Dr Boulton are outlined below:

¢

Since the 2nd World War there has bedn a
significant period of peace in Europe gnd

USA.
The rest of the world has had 120 mgjor
conflicts.
The cold war cost up to one thousand biljon
dollars; diverted two generations of scign-
tific effort.
Military spending continues e.g. UK is cq
sidering a replacement for Trident.

The UN is now in a difficult position i
Irag, because of its involvement in the s3
tions.
There are currently 100,000 troops in Iraq.
12,000 civilians and 1000 military are dedd.

Peaceful conflict resolution is much cheaper
than conflict, let alone the lives it saves.
The British Government does operate don-
flict resolution via the MOD, Foreign anfd
Commonwealth Office and DIFID, whig¢h
has good partnerships with NGO'’s.

We should encourage the Governmen
develop this approach.

Irag represents a series of lost opportunjties
e.g. getting real information to people, rjon

military support to opposition groups and

agreements on an arms embargo.
A key mistake of the USA in Iraq was the
disposal of the Irag army and allowing fpo-
rous borders, not calling for a weapon gm-
nesty, keeping faith with mediators and en-
gaging in active reconciliation.
We could start the reconciling approgch
now, with the expertise of the military.
By establishing a “UK Civilian Peace Ser-
vice” to harmonise the training, recruitmgnt
and deployment of civilian peace profgs-
sionals for international conflict work, fo
work with research centres to develop lest
practice and to liase with NGO’s/civil sogi
ety organisations.
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Diary:

+ Monday 10th May: Group Meeting:
Central America Special Action (CASA)
7.30 pm, Avenue St Andrew’s United R " -
formed Church, The Avenue. All Wel-
come.

+ Monday 14th June: Group Meeting: Do-
ing Business with Unpleasant Regimes
g. China). Andrew Parish (CBI Member
from the Lymington Group. 7.30 p.m.,
Avenue St Andrew’s United Reformed
Church, The Avenue. All welcome.

+ Monday 12th July: Group Meeting:
Group AGM and Focus on Human Rigl
in UK and how may we work in partner-
ships. 7.30 p.m. Avenue St Andrew’s
United Reformed Church, The Avenue.
All welcome
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Have you got any ideas
for fundraising
next year?

If so please let
Veronica Tippets or
Giampaolo D'Alessandro
know by phone
or at our

onthly meetings.
Any one interested in m ym g

holding office in 2004/5

please contact Veronica Tippetts. Funds raised go to support

the work of
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023 8063 5808
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