Southampton Group

AMNESTY NEWS

Al's
VISION
is of a world in which
every person enjoys a
of the human rights
enshrined in the
Universal Declaration d

¢ the objective”.

www.amnesty-volunteer.org/uk/southampton-city

June 2004

Doing Business with Unpleasant Regimes

Andrew Parish of the New Forest
Group and a member of the CBI pro-
vided a thought provoking presenta-
tion on this topic.

He noted that his views had changed
over the years. His current views
were governed by two simple ques-
tions: “Write down in one sentence
what is your objective” and “Can you
say if what you are going to do meets
He argued that few

Human Rights and othgr Pusiness or political objectives would

international standards
Al's
MISSI ON

meet the test. He argued that few
people thought what it is they are try-
ing to achieve and they are often pro-

is to undertake researdnhfoundly misplaced.

and action focused on
preventing and ending
grave abuses of the
rights to physical and
mental integrity, free-
dom of conscience an
expression, and freedo
from discrimination,
within the context of itg
work to promote all
human rights.
Al's
CORE VALUES
remain those of :
international solidarity,
effective action for the
individual victim, global

The core of his thesis was that social
policy needed to be morally based,
whereas trade policies could not be,
they are about efficiency. Making
wealth is one thing whereas the distri-

fnbution is a morale issue.

On the whole wealthy countries have
a better human rights record than less
wealthy ones.

Big businesses, on the whole, are
false enemy, business creates pros-
perity which is a force for good in the
long term.

He cited as examples, the business
community in South Africa were one

coverage, the universal- of the major forces for change as they

ity and indivisibility of
human rights,
impartiality and

independence, and

realised that apartheid was incompati-
ble with making a prosperous country,
as it was totally inefficient.

democracy and mutuaj Support for business in China would

respect.

provide the engine for change.
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He argued that some of the Oxfam
fair trade initiatives often distorted
the market and consequently disad-
vantaged some sections of the
world, e.g. Viethamese coffee grow-
ers.

In principle he argued that food sub-
sidies were a nonsense, especially
in the European Union, the market
was much better at sorting these
things out.

He highlighted his concerns when
organisations like Al moved into ar-
eas where there are different points
of view, they are better at dealing
with absolutes. Al's energies are
better focussed at governments,
who are the main human rights
abusers rather than businesses.

Andrew’'s presentation led to lively
debate.

represent the views of Amnesty International.
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Worldwide appeal for: July 2004
AFGHANISTAN: Detained at Bagram

Saifullah Paracha, a Pakistan
national, was scheduled to fly
to Thailand for a business
meeting on 5 July 2003. He
rang his daughter from Kara-
chi airport just before board-
ing his flight but never arrived
at the meeting. For the next
month his family had no idea
of his whereabouts.

Saifullah Paracha’s wife made
enquiries with the Pakistan
and Thai authorities in an at-
tempt to find out what had
happened to her husband, but
received no answers. After a
month the family heard on
NBC news that Saifullah Para-
cha and his son had been de-
tained by the US authorities.
Some time afterwards his wife
received a letter via the Inter-
national Committee of the
Red Cross explaining that Sai-
fullah Parcha was being held
at Bagram, a US air base north
of Kabul, Afghanistan. It ap-
pears that he had been trans-
ferred into US custody with-
out reference to any legal safe-
guards.

Detainees at Bagram are de-
nied access to lawyers, fami-

Justice for

detainees at

Bagram
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lies and courts. Former de-
tainees have reported being
subjected to prolonged
kneeling or standing, hood-
ing, being kept in painful or
awkward positions, sleep
deprivation and 24-hour
lighting. It is not known
what the current conditions
of detention are. AI has
been denied access to Ba-
gram air base.

For further information on
detainees in Bagram and
Guantanamo Bay see AT’s

document “USA: The threat
of a bad example-
undermining international
standards as -war on terror-
detentions continue, August
2003 (AMR 51/114/2003)

Please write: asking for
justice for Saifullah Paracha
and all detainees held at Ba-
gram air base and other US
detention facilities in Af-
ghanistan. Urge that they be
released immediately unless
they are promptly charged
with recognizably criminal
offences and brought to trial
within a reasonable time in
proceedings that fully comply
with international standards.

Send appeals to:

George W. Bush

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington

DC 20500

USA

E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

Letter writing quide

*Always be polite. This rule is essential and inahle. Your aim is to help, not to relieve yowrrofeelings.
Governments don't respond to abusive or condemyédtiers (however well deserved!)

*Always write your letters on the basis that thev@mment concerned is open to reason and discussion

*|t is important where possible to stress a coustrgputation for moderation and justice, to shegpect for its
constitution and judicial procedures, and to dertrates an understanding of current difficulties.isTiill give
you more scope to point out ways in which the hunigints situation can be improved.

*Follow strictly the instructions given by Al.
*Never use palitical jargon. Don't give the impseam that you are writing because you are ideoldlyior po-
litically opposed to the government in questiohis ffar more effective to stress that your conderrhuman
rights is not politically based in any way, bukigeping with basic principles of international law.

*|f appropriate, explain who you are and what yau dt shows your letter is genuine, and that pedmm
varying walks of life are following events in theuntry concerned.




AMNESTY NEWS PAGE 3

Group News: June 2004

Business meetingVeronica Tippet's welcomed

all to the meeting. 4) Mary, reported on the monthly mailing.

1) On the 26th June we will gather at the Peace The monthly action concerned a letter to our
Fountain at 3.00 pm for a minutes silence, fol- MPs regarding an early day motion.
lowed by tying 40 ribbons on the Amnesty The letter action concerned a student in Nepal
Tree to celebrate our 40th Birthday. Inthe  who had been taken into police custody.
evening there will be a party at Frank’s house. She had received a great deal of information

on the “Stop Violence Against Women” cam-
2) Giampaolo, treasurer, reported on our finances paign.

£600 in the bank. In November/December there will be a focus
He stressed that fundraising ideas would be wel- on this campaign. It was suggested that we
come and needed. could make this the focus of our 24 hour letter
We will explore distributing the Newsletter on e-  write, possibly with other organisations and
mail next year. possibly in the Avenue Church.

3) Fran, reported that Susannah Clark (the opera 5) The Annual Report is available form Ve-
singer who had previously visited our Group) had ronica, we will ask the library if they would
visited Korea. She was now a “star” in North Ko- purchase a copy.

rea with excellent links. She had distributed our

pictures and post cards and various small gifts.  6) At the AGM, next month we will be agree-
She has now made links with UNICEF and is buy- ing next years officers.

ing musical instruments for schools in North Ko-

rea.
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Southampton Group

Have you got any ideas for fundraising next year?

If so please let Veronica Tippetts (Chair)
or
Giampaolo D’Alessandro (treasurer)
know at the monthly meeting or by phone

Funds raised go to support the work of
Amnesty International
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Any one interested in holding office
in 2004/5
please contact Veronica Tippetts

Amnesty News
Is printed by
ACE Printing Services
89 Lodge Road , Southampton, SO14 6RH

Contact: Alan Scammell for all your printing needs:

023 8063 5808
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Diary:

¢+ Monday 12th July: Group AGM plus
focus on Human Rights in UK and how
we may work in partnerships. 7.30 pm,
Avenue St Andrew’s United Reformed
Church, The Avenue. All Welcome
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Highlights from AI’s Web Page

If you are interested in any of these
topics and have access to the inter-
net, dial up to:
www.amnesty.org.uk/news/

Iraq: New report says US must clar-
ify fate of prisoners after handover
and stop holding “ghost” detainees.

USA: Supreme Court ruling hailed
as step towards restoring rule of law
at Guantanamo Bay.

UK: Concern at Government forcing
asylum-seekers back to Somali war
zone.

Jamaica: Amnesty International
mourns death of leading gay rights
activist and repeats call for action on
homophobia.

Turkey: “Scandal” of half of all
women suffering violence
condemned in new report.

Sudan: Policy of repression lies at
the root of human rights
catastrophe, says Amnesty
International in memorandum to
government.

UK Arms Trade: New report reveals
major loopholes in British arms
export controls.

Annual Report 2004: War on Global
Values-Human Rights Under Attack
by Armed Groups and Governments.




