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Al launches Protect the Human

Al's
VISION
is of a world in which
every person enjoys a
of the human rights
enshrined in the
Universal Declaration dgf
Human Rights and oth¢
international standardq.

=

Al's
MISSION
is to undertake researdh
and action focused orj
preventing and ending
grave abuses of the
rights to physical and
mental integrity, free-
dom of conscience angl
expression, and freedo

from discrimination,

within the context of its
work to promote all

human rights.

Al's

CORE VALUES

remain those of :
international solidarity,
effective action for the
individual victim, global
coverage, the universaj-
ity and indivisibility of

human rights,

impartiality and
independence, and

L

Al is launching a new drive to get
a million more people standing up
for human rights in the UK, under
the banner of “Protect the Hu-
man”.

Some 300,000 Protect the Hu-
man mini-placard badges will go
on sale as the campaign symbol,
each one carrying the unique ac-
cess code for
www.protectthehuman.com, where
people will be able to join Am-
nesty’s online movement.

Various events will take place in-
cluding an interactive exhibition at
London’s Bargehouse gallery fea-
turing works by Tracey Emin, the
Guerilla Girls and Alison Lapper
among others, supporting Al's
work to stop violence against
women; the screening of a short
film with a hard-hitting message
on the arms trade, to be seen by
an estimated two million cinema-
goers; a global music download
project and a major new comedy
event.

Protect the Human will be sup-
ported by a new style of charity
advertising, celebrating the ordi-
nary people that stand up for hu-
man rights as part of their every-
day lives. Nearly 400 posters will
be displayed at 50 London Under-
ground stations, 25,000 postcards

Group Meeting
Monday November 14th 2005

Workshop on Business &
Human Rights
Peter Hammond-Seaman
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7.30pm
ALL WELCOME

will be distributed at cinemas all
over the UK and over half a mil-
lion drinks mats will be used at
500 pubs around the country.

Kate Allen Amnesty Interna-

tional’'s UK Director says:

“It has never been more impor-
tant to stand up for human rights
and now it has never been eas-
ler, by wearing a badge, going
online, watching a film or taking
part in an exhibition, you can
show you support for our mes-
sage. The more people who join
us in speaking out in defence of
hard-won human rights, the
louder our voice becomes.”

Southampton Al announced the
start of the campaign in its recent
concerts.

democracy and mutuag§
respect.

represent the views of Amnesty International.

This News Letter is produced by The Southamptoru@f Al. It may not necessarily
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Worldwide Appeal: SUDAN:
Young offender at risk of execution

Seventeen-year-old Nag-
meldin Abdallah may be exe-
cuted in the town of Al-
Damazin, Blue Nile State,
eastern Sudan. He was 15
years old when he was ar-
rested and charged with mur-
der in May 2003.

Nagmeldin Abdallah was tried
at the Criminal Court in Al-
Damazin. He did not have a
lawyer at the time of the
trial because his family could
not afford one. He was able
to have legal representation
later and his lawyer at the
time of the trial has now sub-
mitted an appeal to the Con-
stitutional Court. Nagmeldin
Abdallah is currently held in
the prison of Port-Sudan,
awaiting the decision of the
Court.

The new interim Constitution
of Sudan, ratified in July,
failed to abolish the death
penalty in Sudan, in particu-
lar as it applies to those un-
der the age of 18. It states
that: “The death penalty
shall not be imposed on a
person under the age of 18 or
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a person who has attained
the age of 17 except in
cases of retribution or
hudud”. This last excep-
tion makes the first safe-
guard almost worthless
since hudud crimes include
murder and burglary over a
certain amount. This pro-
vision is incompatible with
Sudan’s international obli-
gations that prohibit child
executions.

There is no official record
of executions or those on
death row in Sudan. How-
ever, every year Al re-
ceives reports of people

sentenced to death, often
after unfair trials, for crimes
committed when they were
under 18 years old.

Please write, calling on the
authorities to annul the
death sentence against Nag-
meldin Abdallah and to com-
mute all death sentences
against child offenders in
line with Sudan’s obligations
under international law.
Call for the interim Constitu-
tion for Sudan and the Suda-
nese Penal Code to be
amended to preclude of-

fenders from being sen-
tenced to death.
Send appeals to:
Lieutenant-General Omar

Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir,
President of the Republic of
Sudan,

President’s Palace,

PO Box 281,

Khartoum,

Sudan.

Fax: +249183 779977

Letter writing quide

*Always be polite. This rule is essential and inahle. Your aim is to help, not to relieve yowrrofeelings.
Governments don't respond to abusive or condemypédtiers (however well deserved!)

*Always write your letters on the basis that thev@mment concerned is open to reason and discussion

*|t is important where possible to stress a coustrgputation for moderation and justice, to shegpect for its
constitution and judicial procedures, and to dertrates an understanding of current difficulties.isTiill give
you more scope to point out ways in which the hunigints situation can be improved.

*Follow strictly the instructions given by Al.
*Never use palitical jargon. Don't give the impsem that you are writing because you are ideoldlyior po-
litically opposed to the government in questiohis far more effective to stress that your conderrhuman
rights is not politically based in any way, bukigeping with basic principles of international law.

*|f appropriate, explain who you are and what yau dt shows your letter is genuine, and that pedmm
varying walks of life are following events in theuntry concerned.
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Group News: October

The focus of the Group meeting was on letter
writing to China.

The session was opened by Judy Horton who
initially referred to the awarding of the Nobel
Peace Prize to the Egyptian lawyer and diplo-
mat Mohamed El Baradei and the UN nuclear
watchdog that he heads for their efforts to pre-
vent the proliferation of nuclear weapons.
Judy quoted Irene Khan the Al Secretary Gen-
eral who said of the Nobel Peace Prize:

“Before the prize (1977), we had to write let-
ters to Governments stating “as you may
know”, explaining who we were. After wards
we didn’t have to. The award gave us credibil-
ity, recognition and respectability. It put hu-
man rights on the international political agenda
and showed its link with peace. It is still useful
to us when we deal with countries like China.”

Various issues in China were highlighted for the
letter writing activities:

+ In Ningxiang, clues can be found to a prob-
lem once thought inconceivable. The
world’s most populated nation is experienc-
ing shortages of about 2m workers. Young
migrant workers, coveted by factories are
gaining bargaining powers and are choosing
to leave low pay and miserable conditions in
Guandong. As a result of two decades of
strict family planning China is becoming the
most rapidly aging countries in the world.

¢+ 29m people live on less than £50 per year

+ China has a shortage of oil, consuming 6m
barrels of oil a day, of which 40% comes
from imports and they are snapping up oil
and gas assets from Sudan to Venezuela,
Australia and West Africa.

The outmoded conventions and ine-
qualities between men and women
handed down from China’s history
and culture have not been com-
pletely eradicated. Women were de-
nied education and had little say in
whom they married. Whist the in-
creased wealth in China is improving
the lot of women, there are still no
women sitting on the Communist
party’s all powerful nine member
politburo standing committee.

The Death Penalty: murder, rape and
other crimes of violence all attract
the death penalty, as do many non-
violent offences including bribery,
embezzlement, forgery, tax fraud,
car theft and cattle rustling. Official
sources have indicated that the re-
cent preoccupation with applying the
death penalty to economic crimes
has been to help China meet the
challenges of World Trade Organisa-
tions membership. Between 1990
and 2000, 19,520 executions are
known to have taken place in China
and the rate may be as high as
10,000 per year. Amnesty is con-
cerned that executions are orches-
trated to meet the needs of the or-
gan transplant industry. The death
penalty will remain a major feature
of Amnesty’s campaigning on China in
the run up to the 2008 Olympics.
One of the public infrastructure pro-
jects mooted for Beijing, in connec-
tion with the games, is a new execu-
tion chamber!

The Group has recently heard some very sad news.

Richard Green died on Saturday 5th November.

It is understood that he was admitted to hospitti & chest infection and
died of pneumonia.
As yet we do not have details of the funeral areangnts.

Richard was a longstanding member of Amnesty andk&bwith a variety of
organisations concerned with human rights.
He will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
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KITCHEN SALE
SATURDAY 26th NOVEMBER
“"6GOODIES FOR CHRISTMAS"

CHURCH GATE HOUSE
ELING NR TOTTON
10.00am to 4.00pm

All welcome
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Diary: ;

+ Thursday 10th November: Tenth anni-°

versary of execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa.
Event tha. i

¢+ Monday 14th November: Group Meet--
ing: “Workshop on Business and Human
Rights” with Al trainer Peter Hammond-
Seaman. 7.30pm at Avenue St Andrews.
All welcome. o

+ Saturday 19th November: Collection at,
Sainsbury's, Shirley Shopping Precintct,
Shirley High Street 10.00am to 5.00pm -

+ Saturday 26th November: Kitchen sale’
see below. o

+ Sunday 27th November:Christmas Card
Stall at University of Southampton Craft
Fair. i

¢+ Saturday 10th December: Humance
Rights Day, Public Greetings Card Writ-
ing in the Marlands Centre tbc. o

+ Monday 12th December: Group Meet-,
ing, Greetings Card Campaign and Soc'DraI.

0Ooo0obobooooooDoDoDoDoDoooooooooooaoaoao

Highlights from Amnesty’s web page

If you are interested in any of these
topics and have access to the inter-
net, dial up to:
www.amnesty.org.uk/news/

Japan: New report shows “comfort
women’s” appeals for compensation fall on
deaf years.

UK: Terrorism Bill dangerous and ill-
conceived.

Control Arms: Campaign reveals arms
trade realities behind new Nicolas Cage
film Lord of war.

Amnesty International launches Protect the
Human.

UK Sex Trafficking: Amnesty welcomes Bir-
mingham Police crackdown, but UK must
do more to protect victims.

Greetings Card Campaign 2005 runs be-
tween 1st November 2005 and 31st January
2006.




