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Irag: New Amnesty International Report

Al's
VISION
is of a world in which
every person enjoys ajf
of the human rights
enshrined in the

Universal Declaration df
Human Rights and othg
international standardq.
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Al's

MISSION
is to undertake researdh
and action focused orj
preventing and ending
grave abuses of the
rights to physical and
mental integrity, free-
dom of conscience an
expression, and freedo

from discrimination,
within the context of itS

work to promote all

human rights.

I

Al's
CORE VALUES
remain those of :
international solidarity,
effective action for the
individual victim, global
coverage, the universaj-
ity and indivisibility of
human rights,
impartiality and

"ber of people without basic legal sa

independence, and

Amnesty International has today (6
March) called for an end to the inter

ment of thousands of detainees in If

by the Multinational Forces, as it re
leased a new report showing that a

proximately 14,000 prisoners are be

ing held without charge or trial in
breach of international law.

Amnesty International UK Director
Kate Allen said:

“After the horrors of life under Sad-
dam and then the fresh horror of U
prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib, it is
shocking to discover that the Multin
tional Forces are detaining thousan
of people without charge or trial.

“Not only have there been recent
cases of prisoners being tortured in
detention, but to hold this huge nunj

guards is a gross dereliction of re-
sponsibility on the part of both the |
and UK forces.”

Amnesty International’s 48-page re
port, Beyond Abu Ghraib: Detentior
and torture in Iraq, condemns the fg
that the US and UK forces have jus
fied internments on the basis of seG
tive and unaccountable procedures
that detainees are unable to effectiy
challenge.

Interned prisoners are not allowed 4
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Group Meeting
Monday March 13th 2006

ZIMBABWE
Franco HENWOOD
Al UK Zimbabwe Coordinator

Avenue St Andrew’s
United Reformed Church
The Avenue, Southampton
(Use main Church entrance)

7.30pm
ALL WELCOME
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visit by a lawyer or relatives for the
first 60 days of their detention and
many prisoners have despaired of
ever being released or being given
an opportunity to challenge their de-
tention.

Those held are regarded as “secufity
detainees” and include over 200 who
have been imprisoned for over two
years. Nearly four thousand have
been held for over a year without
charge or trial.

Amnesty International’s report ex-
presses alarm at the fact that deten-
tion without judicial oversight could
expose detainees to the risk of torf
ture. Recent cases of torture by Iraqi
forces - especially by individuals
connected to the Iraq Interior Mini$
try - is a particular concern.

democracy and mutuag§
respect.

represent the views of Amnesty International.

This News Letter is produced by The Southamptoru@f Al. It may not necessarily

More details from
John Williams Editor
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Worldwide Appeal: RUSSIAN FEDERATION:
'Disappearance’ from police custody

Zalina Medova was pregnant
with her second child when
her husband, Adam Medov,
“disappeared” in June 2004.
24 yr old Adam Medov left his
house in the Russian Republic
of Ingushetia on 15 June
2004. He called later that
night to say that his car had
broken down, but did not
leave time for his family to
ask any questions. Two days
later his family received a
call from a policeman they
knew, who said that Adam
Medov was in a police station
in the Sunzhenskoi district of
Ingushetia. When the family
went to the police station,
they heard that Adam Medov
had been found that day by
Ingush traffic police in the
boot of a car driven by mem-
bers of the Federal Security
Service (FSB). The FSB offi-
cers, who were apparently
about to take him to Chech-
nya, were detained by the
police. Adam Medov told the
police that he had been de-
tained on 15 June and forced
to call his family so that they

would not worry about
him. He said that he had
been beaten by the FSB
officers. A police officer
allowed the family to hand
over food for Adam Medov
and agreed to arrange a
meeting between Adam
and his brothers. But be-
fore the meeting could
take place, the family was
told that, under orders
from the FSB, the FSB offi-
cers had been released and
had taken Adam Medov out
of the police station via
the back door. The police
said the FSB were taking
him to Chechnya. It was
the last time the family
had any information about
his whereabouts.

When Zalina Medova
lodged a case with the

European Court of Human
Rights regarding the
“disappearance” of her hus-
band, she received numer-
ous threats which appeared
to be from the FSB. She was
told that she would make
her children orphans if she
pursued the case. Zalina Me-
dova and her two children
had to flee the Russian Fed-
eration, as she was not will-
ing to give up the search for
her husband.

Please write, calling for an
investigation into the deten-
tion and “disappearance” of
Adam Medov, including the
actions of the FSB officers
who had attempted to take
him to Chechnya in the boot
of their car.

Send appeals to:
Procurator General Vladimir
Ustinov,

General Procuracy of the
Russian Federation,

UL. B. Dimitrovka 15a,
103793 Moskow K-31,
Russian Federation.

Letter writing quide

*Always be polite. This rule is essential and inahle. Your aim is to help, not to relieve yowrrofeelings.
Governments don't respond to abusive or condemypédtiers (however well deserved!)

*Always write your letters on the basis that thev@mment concerned is open to reason and discussion
*|t is important where possible to stress a coustrgputation for moderation and justice, to shegpect for its
constitution and judicial procedures, and to dertrates an understanding of current difficulties.isTiill give
you more scope to point out ways in which the hunigints situation can be improved.

*Follow strictly the instructions given by Al.
*Never use palitical jargon. Don’t give the impseam that you are writing because you are ideoldlyi@r po-
litically opposed to the government in questiohis ffar more effective to stress that your conderrhuman
rights is not politically based in any way, bukieeping with basic principles of international law.

*|f appropriate, explain who you are and what yau dt shows your letter is genuine, and that pedmm
varying walks of life are following events in theuntry concerned.
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Group News: February

The evening started with a letter writing ses-
sion. Three new people arrived and five tables
were needed to accommodate all the people
who were present.

During the break Giampaolo took several pho-
tos to add to the Million Faces Control Arms
Campaign.

Business:

1. Control Arms Campaign:

Al UK have asked everyone who is going to the
AGM in April to bring 20 photos on a CD. Jilly
asked for suggestions about ways to get these
photos. Ann Parry said she would find out if
the Al Group at Peter Symonds College (where
she works) could help. She will contact Jilly
about this.

2. Tin
24th/25th:
Frank Capocci passed around the rota for these
two days which is now complete. He has re-
ceived new tins and arm bands from Al UK.
The possibility of getting tabards printed for
this kind of event was discussed and Jilly will
look into costs etc.

Rattle at Morrisons February

3. International Women'’s Day-March 8th:
There is a possibility of having a presence at

the Body Shop on March 8th. Jenny is
looking into this and asked for more help
if this takes place.

4. Local Group Involvement in Cam-
paigns 2006-2007:

These were decided upon as follows:
Stop Violence Against Women-Jo

Control Arms-Barbara

Business-Gareth

Guantanamo Bay-Fran

5. Report on Group’s Activities in the
Past Year for Al UK:

Mary Brown (secretary) took the Group
through the form received from Al UK
and filled it in with the Group’s help.

6. Financial Matters:

Giampaolo D’Alessandro (treasurer) re-
ported that £50 has been given to the
Urgent Action Pledge. Our current bank
balance is £800.

There was agreement to Giampaolo’s
suggestion that Heena be asked if she
wanted to attend the Al UK AGM on be-
half of the Group. Giampaolo will con-
tact her.

The F-Word:
Images of forgiveness

An exhibition illustrating the stories of people
who have discovered that the only way to move on in life,
is to lay aside hatred and blame.

St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Street Southampton

March 25th —31st (entry free)

Supported by Paris Smith & Randall LLP and
St Faith’s Mission Trust
Further information from John Williams (see who’s who)




Southampton Group Who’s Who:
Group Officers:
Chair:
Becky John
Vice-Chair:
Jenny McConnell
Secretary & Press:
Mary Brown
Treasurer:
Giampaolo D’Alessandro
Membership Secretary:
Jenny McConnell
Outreach:
Veronica Tippets
Parliamentary Officer:
Frank Capocci
News Letter Editor:
John Williams
Subgroups:
CASA/Victor Pineda Henestrosa:
Frank Capocci
CHINA:
Judy Horton (023 8077 6198)

Giampaolo D’Alessandro
John Williams
Refugees:
Jilly Cooke
Stop Violence Against Women:
Becky John
Business and Human Rights:
Becky John
Control Arms Campaign:
Barbara Lupton
Korea:
Avenue St Andrew's Church Group

Administration of Justice (Death Penalty):
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HAVE YOU PAID
YOUR ANNUAL
MEMERSHIP FEE?
If not please contact Giampaolo or
Jenny see Who's Who above
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Amnesty News
Is printed by
The CAB'in

023 8055 2680

33, Highfield Lane, Southampton, SO17 1QD
Contact: Alan Scammell for all your printing need
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Diary:

+ Women’s Day-March 8th. Contact
Jenny McConnell for information.
Monday 13th March Group Meeting:
Zimbabwe, Speaker Franco Henwood
AIUK Zimbabwe coordinator. Avenue
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St Andrew’s United Reformed
Church, The Avenue. 7.30 pm All |
welcome.

Friday 7th to 9th April AIUK AGM
Warwick University

Monday 10th April Group Meeting:
Letter writing focussing on Admini-
stration of Justice (Death Penalty).
Avenue St Andrew’s 7.30 pm all wel-
come.

Monday 8th May Group Meeting: New
Structures and Focus in Amnesty.
Speaker: Virginia Segal Al Interna-
tional Secretariat. Avenue St An-
drew’s. 7.30 pm All welcome.
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Highlights from Amnesty’s web page

If you are interested in any of these
topics and have access to the inter-
net, dial up to:
www.amnesty.org.uk/news/

Iraq: New Report shows thousands in-
terned by multinational forces.

UK: Government’s “War on Torture” poli-
cies put people at risk of torture.

UK: Sex trafficking, Amnesty welcomes Op-
eration Pentameter but call for protection
for trafficking victims.

Guantanamo Bay: New Report on impact
on relatives.

China: Guangdong bag snatchers may face
death penalty.

Jamaica: First police officer in six years
convicted of murder on duty.

China: Google and others must end com-
plicity in restricting freedoms.




