
AI has monitored the human rights 
situation in North Korea for many 
years.  In the late 80’s the Soton 
Group started to get involved.  
Fran Stanfield of the Soton Group 
became a co-ordinator for the UK 
Section on this area.  In the 90’s 
the Soton Group had a visit from 
Soh-Sung, a prisoner of con-
science and at that time our Am-
nesty Tree was planted.  In the 
90’s a letter writing Group was set 
up in Avenue St Andrew’s and it 
took on the educational file for 
North Korea. 

Access to North Korea remains 
tightly restricted, information on 
specific human rights violations 
are therefore difficult to verify.  AI’s 
information is based on a number 
of sources, such as testimonies 
from North Koreans who have fled 
the country, inter-government or-
ganisations, NGOs, academics, 
journalists and experts who are 
involved in issues relating to hu-
man rights in North Korea. 

In 2005, the UN special rapporteur 
on human rights reported that 
there was still plenty of evidence 
of torture, detention without trial, 
public executions and capital pun-
ishment for political dissidents.  
There is also concern about the 
lack of an independent judiciary, 
which makes the rule of law im-

possible.   

Food Crisis: the people of North 
Korea have suffered from famine 
and acute food shortages for 
more than a decade.  Thousands 
of people have died and many 
millions have suffered from 
chronic malnutrition.  AI believes 
that the denial of the right to food 
is at the core of many human 
rights problems.  Reports reach-
ing AI suggest that food aid is 
distributed in the following order:  
First priority are the military per-
sonnel; second, special undis-
closed organisations ie those 
that produce weapons; third, 
strategically important factories 
and work places and fourth,  
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AMNESTY NEWS 

Southampton Group  

This News Letter is produced by The Southampton Group of AI.  It may not necessarily 
represent the views of Amnesty International. 

More details from  
John Williams Editor  

AI’s  
VISION 

is of a world in which 
every person enjoys all 

of the human rights  
enshrined in the  

Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and other  
international standards. 

 
AI’s  

MISSION 
is to undertake research 
and action focused on 
preventing and ending 

grave abuses of the 
rights to physical and 
mental integrity, free-
dom of conscience and  

expression, and freedom 
from discrimination, 

within the context of its 
work to promote all  

human rights. 
 

AI’s  
CORE VALUES 
remain those of :  

international solidarity, 
effective action for the 

individual victim, global 
coverage, the universal-
ity and indivisibility of  

human rights,  
impartiality and  

independence, and  
democracy and mutual  

respect. 
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Letter writing guide  
 
*Always be polite.  This rule is essential and invariable.  Your aim is to help, not to relieve your own feelings.  
Governments don’t respond to abusive or condemnatory letters (however well deserved!) 
*Always write your letters on the basis that the Government concerned is open to reason and discussion. 
*It is important where possible to stress a country’s reputation for moderation and justice, to show respect for its 
constitution and judicial procedures, and to demonstrate an understanding of current difficulties.  This will give 
you more scope to point out ways in which the human rights situation can be improved. 
*Follow strictly the instructions given by AI. 
*Never use political jargon.  Don’t give the impression that you are writing because you are ideologically or po-
litically opposed to the government in question.  It is far more effective to stress that your concern for human 
rights is not politically based in any way, but in keeping with basic principles of international law. 
*If appropriate, explain who you are and what you do.  It shows your letter is genuine, and that people from 
varying walks of life are following events in the country concerned. 
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An Update on North Korea (cont from page 1) 
a hierarchical distribution of food in every city. 
Plight of North Koreans outside North Korea: 
Acute food shortages have forced tens of thousands 
to cross the border “illegally” into China’s north-
eastern provinces.  They face heavy penalties, and 
“illegal” North Koreans residing in China live in ap-
palling conditions and are vulnerable to physical, 
emotional and sexual exploitation.  If caught they are 
generally forcibly repatriated and then sent to labour 
camps.  In July 2004, at least 468 North Koreans flew 
from Viet Nam to South Korea, and at the end of 
2005, some 7,000 North Koreans had reached South 
Korea and been granted South Korea nationality. 
Executions: 
AI has received reports of public executions carried 
out at places where large crowds gather, with ad-
vanced notice given to schools, enterprises and 
farms.  Some prisoners are executed in front of their 
families.   
Torture and ill-treatment: 
Reports from a variety of sources suggest that torture 
and ill-treatment are widespread in North Korea.  
Torture in prisons, labour camps, as well as in deten-
tion centres is a common occurrence.  Reports indi-
cate that women detainees continue to be subjected to 
degrading prison conditions. 
Freedom of expression: 
Opposition of any kind is not tolerated.  Any person 

who expresses an opinion contrary to the po-
sition of the ruling Korean Workers’ Party 
face severe punishment and in many cases 
their families are also punished.  The domes-
tic news media is strictly censored and access 
to international media broadcasts is restricted.  
Any unauthorised assembly is regarded as a 
“collective disturbance”, liable to punish-
ment.  Religious freedom, although guaran-
teed by the constitution, is in practice sharply 
curtailed. 
AI calls on the North Korean Government 
to: 
♦ Abide by principles laid out in the inter-

national human rights treaties it has rati-
fied;  

♦ take steps to abolish the death penalty; 
release all people detained or imprisoned 
for peaceful exercise of fundamental hu-
man rights;  

♦ guarantee freedom of expression and free-
dom of movement for all;  

♦ review legislation to ensure it conforms 
with international human rights standards; 

♦ invite the UN human rights mechanisms 
to visit & grant free access to independent 
human rights monitors;  

♦ respect, protect and fulfil the right to 
food.  
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