
Members of the Southampton Group 

Sub-Group updated members on the 

key issues around Terrorism, Security 

& Human Rights at the April meeting: 

 

Introduction:  “War on Terror” has 

resulted in a general erosion of HR, 

specifically there has been an increased 

use and acceptance of torture.  The fol-

lowing countries are particularly culpa-

ble: Egypt, Syria, Pakistan, USA and 

Jordan. 

 

Jordan: Police use incommunicado 

detention and detention, also involved 

in rendition. 

USA: Bush claims War on Terror is a 

“fight to save the civilized world”.  

Torture and enforced disappearance are 

crimes in international law: USA uses 

both. 

The European Union: UK seeks “ 

memorandum of understanding” with 

Algeria to enable suspects to be de-

ported, which is against EU prohibition 

on deportation to such states.   Italy in 

the same position with Tunisia. 

 

UK:  Extension of pre-charge deten-

tion.  There are 10 good reasons why 

extended pre-charge detention is a 

BAD idea: 

1) Undermines one of our most basic 

rights at the heart of the European 

Convention on HR, ie the right of 

anyone detained to be told 

promptly why they are being held. 

2) Relations with the Muslim com-

munity, in particular, will suffer. 

3) Has a major impact on individuals 

detained for long periods. 

4) Widely questioned by legal ex-

perts eg Lord Goldsmith. 

5) Undermines the presumption of 

innocence. 

6) UK already has the longest pre-

charge detention. 

7) Affects UK’s international stand-

ing, much more difficult to criti-

cize the human rights records of 

other countries. 

8) Historically, shown not to work. 

9) Statements obtained from sus-

pects could be deemed inadmissi-

ble at trial. 

10) The safeguards discussed are in-

sufficient. 
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AI’s 

VISION 

is of a world in which 

every person enjoys all of 

the human rights  

enshrined in the  

Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and other  

international standards. 

 

AI’s 

MISSION 

is to undertake research 

and action focused on 

preventing and ending 

grave abuses of the rights 

to physical and mental 

integrity, freedom of con-

science and  

expression, and freedom 

from discrimination, 

within the context of its 

work to promote all  

human rights. 

 

AI’s 

CORE VALUES 

remain those of :  

international solidarity, 

effective action for the 

individual victim, global 

coverage, the universality 

and indivisibility of  

human rights,  

impartiality and  

independence, and  

democracy and mutual  

respect. 

 



Death 
Penalty/fear of imminent execution: Bahrain 
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Letter writing guide 

 

*Always be polite.  This rule is essential and invariable.  Your aim is to help, not to relieve your own feelings.  

Governments don’t respond to abusive or condemnatory letters (however well deserved!) 

*Always write your letters on the basis that the Government concerned is open to reason and discussion. 

*It is important where possible to stress a country’s reputation for moderation and justice, to show respect for its 

constitution and judicial procedures, and to demonstrate an understanding of current difficulties.  This will give 

you more scope to point out ways in which the human rights situation can be improved. 

*Follow strictly the instructions given by AI. 

*Never use political jargon.  Don’t give the impression that you are writing because you are ideologically or po-

litically opposed to the government in question.  It is far more effective to stress that your concern for human 

rights is not politically based in any way, but in keeping with basic principles of international law. 

*If appropriate, explain who you are and what you do.  It shows your letter is genuine, and that people from vary-

ing walks of life are following events in the country concerned. 

Mizan Noor Al Rahman Ayoub 
Mia, a Bangladeshi national, has 
been sentenced to death by the 
Court of Cassation in Bahrain. 
The execution is now pending rati-
fication by the King, His Majesty 
Shaikh Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa. 
If the king ratifies the death sen-
tence, Mizan Noor Al Rahman Ay-
oub Mia could be executed within 
weeks. 
 

According to Bahraini media re-
ports, Mizan Noor Al Rahman Ay-
oub Mia was found guilty of the 
murder in August 2006 of his em-
ployer, a Bahraini woman. It has 
been reported that he has con-
fessed to the murder.  Mizan Noor 
Al Rahman Ayoub was sentenced 
to death in April 2007 by the High 
Criminal Court and has since ap-
pealed. His appeal was rejected 
by the Supreme Criminal Appeal 
Court in January 2008 and the 
Court of Cassation upheld this 
decision on 28 April 2008.   
 

Background Information: The 
death penalty is rarely used in 
Bahrain.  In recent years several 
people have been sentenced to 
death. In December 2006 three 
Bangladeshi nationals were exe-
cuted, the first people to be put to 
death in Bahrain since 1996. Exe-

resolution was passed by a vote 
of 104 in favor to 54 against, with 
29 abstentions. 
 
Action: Please send appeals to 
arrive as quickly as possible, in 
Arabic, English or your own lan-
guage: 
- calling for His Majesty Shaikh 
Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa not to 
ratify the death sentence of Mi-
zan Noor Al Rahman Ayoub Mia; 
- expressing sympathy with the 
victim's relatives and acknowl-
edging that the government has 
the right and responsibility to 
bring to justice those responsible 
for criminal offences, but ex-
pressing unconditional opposition 
to the death penalty; 
- urging the King to commute the 
sentences of all those facing pos-
sible execution in Bahrain 
 
Appeals to: The King 
His Majesty Shaikh Hamad bin 
Issa Al Khalifa 
King of Bahrain 
Office of His Majesty the King 
P. O. Box 555 
Rifa'a Palace, Kingdom of Bah-
rain 
[Salutation: Your Majesty] 
 
 

cutions carried out in Bahrain 
a re  usua l l y  by  f i r i ng 
squad.Amnesty International 
fears that the death penalty in 
Bahrain is disproportionately 
and overwhelmingly used 
against foreign nationals. In 
January 2008 a proposed 
amendment to the 1976 Penal 
Code to repeal the death pen-
alty for drug trafficking was de-
feated in the Shura Council. In 
December 2007, the Bahraini 
government voted against a 
UN resolution calling for mora-
torium on executions. The 
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Jenny (Chair): Welcomed all to meeting, including 

two new members. 

Mary (Secretary): 

♦ Monthly Action: On Gaza’s humanitarian situa-

tion 

♦ One off performance of “The lady of Burma” at 

The Point Eastleigh on Sunday 18th May 6 pm. 

Giampaolo (Treasurer): 

♦ Currently spending more money than income.  

Subscriptions (£546) pay for Hall (£300) 

and News Letter (£100).  In year gave 

£1000 to AI.  Currently in bank £660.   

Ann & Mary (China): 

♦ Wide range of issues, AI has produced an 

activist pack, June rally in London on an-

niversary of Tiananmen Square.  

Paul Humphrey:  Did a report back from 

AGM (details to appear in future News Letter 

Terrorism, Security & Human Rights cont from page 1 
UK cont: Control Orders: These were introduced in 2005, ministers can place terrorism suspects un-

der close supervision.  They were introduced when the Law Lords declared that previous policy of de-

taining foreign terrorism suspects without trial was incompatible with HR legislation.  They can in-

clude: electronic tagging, no passport, live at specified address, curfews, restrictions on visitors, no ac-

cess to internet, attend only one mosque, daily reporting to the police, daily monitoring by phone.  

There are 14 control orders in force, 8 affecting British citizens, three are on the run!  The government 

says they are essential where it is not possible to prosecute individuals, or in the case of foreign nation-

als, deport them.  Civil liberties groups say they are a blunt and draconian tool, and if someone poses a 

threat to society they should be brought before the courts. 

 

US Renditions: Renditions have involved the abduction of individuals, the illegal transfer of detainees, 

enforced disappearance, torture and secret detention.  These are violations of human rights and domes-

tic law. 

AI has called for a full, independent investigation into any further UK involvement in renditions.  The 

call follows the admission by the US and UK governments that two rendition flights landed in Diego 

Garcia in 2002.  “as recognized by the UK government, the revelation that US planes, involved in the 

transfers of detainees, landed in Diego Garcia directly contradicts its own repeated assurances and pub-

lic denials to the contrary”, said Claudio Cordone, Senior Director at Amnesty International. 

 

On 6th September 2006 Bush announced the transfer of 14 men from secret CIA custody to military 

detention at Guantanamo Bay.  In September 2007 the CIA Director defended the programme, saying 

“fewer than 100 people” had been subjected to it.  He said the programmes are targeted and selective, 

and only designed for the most dangerous terrorists and those believed to have valuable information.  In 

2008 he tried to justify the torture technique of “waterboarding” ie simulated drowning, as a means to 

gain information.  The CIA has operated its secret detention programme in covert prisons outside the 

USA, known as “black sites”.  These sites are unknown, however the Parliamentary Assembly of 

Europe’s Committee on legal affairs and Human Rights said in its second report in 2007 that such sites 

existed in Poland and Romania. 

 

While the US has constructed a network of rendition ie secret detention and enforced disappearance, 

none of this would be possible without the involvement of other governments and security services 

around the world. 

Amnesty International is campaigning for governments to abandon the practices of unlawful transfers, 

enforced disappearance and secret detention once and for all.  
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Contact: Alan Scammell for all your printing needs: 

023 8055 2680 

Diary: 
May:  
♦ Monday 12th: Group meeting: Pales-

tine; Speaker: Tom Patton, Ecumeni-
cal Accompaniment Programme in Pal-
estine and Israel.  Avenue St Andrews.  
7.30 pm.  All welcome. 

♦ Saturday 17th: Garden party post-
poned, date to be re-arranged. 

♦ Sunday 18th: “The Lady of Burma”, 
The Point, Eastleigh, 6 pm (box office 
023 8065 2333) 

June: 
♦ Saturday 7th: China Card-Signing at 

Borders Book Shop 
♦ Monday 9th: Group meeting: Update 

and appeal writing on China.  Speak-
ers: Members of China sub-group 

♦ 16th-22nd: Refugee Week, events to 
be confirmed. 

10 Facts about CHINA 

Fact 9 

 

WORKERS’ RIGHTS 

 

Independent trade unions are illegal.   

Low wages, mass lay-offs and corrupt  

management practices have led to a wave of 

labour disputes which authorities have tried 

to suppress with intimidation, arrests and 

long prison sentences. 

Issues from AI Web Page 
Check “www.amnesty.org.uk” for more 

details 
 

Somalia: Troops killing people like goats, by slit-

ting their throats.  See new Amnesty Report. 

 

India: First major study of county’s death penalty 

finds fatal flaw.  

 

China: Torture is not an Olympic value.  We be-

lieve in the right to peaceful protest and freedom 

of expression. On the 100 day countdown to the 

Olympics we've launched the first in a series of 

four hard-hitting animations highlighting human 

rights abuse in China in the run up to the Games. 

 

Zimbabwe: Stop guns fuelling Zimbabwe crisis 

A Chinese consignment of arms is heading to 

Zimbabwe.  Sign on line petition. 

 

Events:  The Big Chill is the most unique multi-

media festival of the summer. Buy your ticket 

now and get free Amnesty student membership 

 

Report: Amnesty International Report 2007 - 

find out about the state of the world's human 

rights 

 


