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AD'’s
VISION
is of a world in which
every person enjoys all of]
the human rights
enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other
international standards.

Al’s
MISSION
is to undertake research
and action focused on
preventing and ending
grave abuses of the rights
to physical and mental
integrity, freedom of con-
science and
expression, and freedom
from discrimination,
within the context of its
work to promote all
human rights.

Al’s
CORE VALUES
remain those of :
international solidarity,
effective action for the
individual victim, global
coverage, the universality
and indivisibility of
human rights,
impartiality and
independence, and
democracy and mutual
respect.

www.amnesty-volunteer.org/uk/southampton-city

December 2008

Domestic Violence: A speaker from the Independent
Domestic Violence Advocacy Service

The speaker outlined key statistics, the
Government’s agenda on tackling vio-
lence against women and the need for a
coordinated community response.
Some Key Statistics: two women a
week are murdered by their current or
ex-partner; domestic violence accounts
for 16-25% of all violent crimes; police
receive a report every 60 seconds;
750,00 children witness domestic vio-
lence each year; only 3% of victims are
successfully given protection through
the civil justice system and only 1% of
all perpetrators are convicted and given
sentences.
Key points of the Government’s
Agenda: In 2003, the government pub-
lished a consultation paper “Safety &
Justice”. This was the first time in 30
yrs that this issue was put on the politi-
cal agenda. In 2004 the “Domestic
'Violence Crime and Victim Act” was
published. In 2005 specialist Domestic
'Violence Courts were established and
in 2006 a Coordinated Community Re-
sponse model was initiated. In 2007-
2008 the Home Affairs Select Commit-
tee Inquiry into Domestic Violence,
Forced Marriage, “Honour” Based
'Violence and Female Genital Mutila-
tion, was published.
The key points of the “Safety & Jus-
tice” paper were the need for:
¢ Prevention & Early Intervention:
including the involvement of
health, education; outreach and ad-
vocacy schemes; community
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awareness.
¢ Protection: including police posi-
tive action, multi agency risk as-
sessment conferences, crisis ac-
commodation.
¢ Support: including counselling,
work place policies, ongoing legal
protection.
Coordinated community response:
seen as a series of concentric circles.
At the centre the individual and their
family; then their friends, colleagues
and neighbours, next comes the more
specialist organisations with the vari-
ous specialised systems.
The future: there is now an Action
Plan for Tackling Violence (2008-
2011), this includes the doubling of
special domestic violence courts, in-
crease in the risk conferences, and
roll out of the Independent Domestic
Violence Advocates.
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USA: Adriana Perez and Olga Salanueva (Prisoners’ wives refused visits)

The USA Government has repeat- |treatment of prisoners and states’
edly refused to grant temporary obligations to protect family life.
visas to Olga Salanueva and Adri-

ana Perez, Cuban nationals whose APPEAL: Call on the US Gov-
husbands are serving prison sen- ernment to promptly grant tempo-
tences in the USA. The husbands, Jrary visas to Olga Salanueva and
Rene Gonzalez and Gerardo Her- Adriana Perez so that they can
|nandez, were imprisoned in 1998 visit their husbands. Note that by
for “acting as unregistered agents denying temporary visas for these
|of a foreign government”. visits, the USA is imposing un-

oners in contravention of interna-
ional human rights standards.

|Olga Salanueva was deported
from the USA shortly after August
2000. She was granted a visa to
visit Rene Gonzalez in March
2002, but it was revoked on 23
April 2002. In 2002, Adriana
Perez obtained a visa to visit her
Jhusband but was detained on arri-

|:1ecessary punishment on the pris-

SEND APPEALS TO:
Stephan McFarland,

Head Office of Cuban Affairs,
[US Department of States,
2201 C Street NW,

val in the USA and expelled 11 [Washington DC 20520,
Jhours later. Since then, the US [USA
authorities have denied visa appli-
cations from both women, claim- His Excellency
ing that they were involved in ter- Mr Robert Holmes Tuttle,
orism, espionage and issues of [Embassy of the United States of
|;1ational security. However, nei- [America,
ther has faced charges over such 24 Grosvenor Square,
claims. |London,
(WI1A 1AE

Amnesty believes that denying
|prisoners visits from their family |Fax: (020) 7495 4035
is unnecessarily punitive, and con-
|trary to standards for humane

Letter writing guide

*Always be polite. This rule is essential and invariable. Your aim is to help, not to relieve your own feelings.

|Governments don’t respond to abusive or condemnatory letters (however well deserved!)

* Always write your letters on the basis that the Government concerned is open to reason and discussion.

*It is important where possible to stress a country’s reputation for moderation and justice, to show respect for its

constitution and judicial procedures, and to demonstrate an understanding of current difficulties. This will give

you more scope to point out ways in which the human rights situation can be improved.

*Follow strictly the instructions given by Al

*Never use political jargon. Don’t give the impression that you are writing because you are ideologically or po-

ﬁitically opposed to the government in question. It is far more effective to stress that your concern for human
ights is not politically based in any way, but in keeping with basic principles of international law.

*If appropriate, explain who you are and what you do. It shows your letter is genuine, and that people from vary-

Jing walks of life are following events in the country concerned.
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November Meeting

Kulbir and Madeleine (joint chairs) welcomed every
one to the meeting: The business issues dealt with as
follows:

¢

Opportunity for members to sign cards support-
ing victims who have no access to any public
funds available to support domestic abuse vic-
tims. Cards to be sent to the Home Secretary,
Jacqui Smith.

In Southampton the Group held two events: Stall
at Phoenix screening of Persepolis. Thanks to
Mary, Jill, Veronica, Trish and Kulbir who
helped with the stall. 108 signatures were col-
lected on a petition for human rights for Iranian
women, these will be sent via Al to women in
Iran so they can see the level of International
Support. Secondly a Stall at the screening of
“In Prison My Whole Life” which was about
the background to the trial of a Black Panther be-
ing held on Death Row. Leaflets on the Death
Penalty were handed out.

Two events are coming up in November: Re-
gional Amnesty Conference in Basingstoke on
Saturday 29th November. Arrangements were
made for transport. Secondly, The Craft fair at
Southampton Uni on 30th November where Al
Christmas cards will be sold.

In December there will be an event at Borders,
“The Greetings Card Campaign” This will be
held on 6th & 7th December. Thanks to all those
who have volunteered, and please encourage fam-
ily and friends to come along and sign a Greeting
Card.

The Greeting card Campaign was discussed in
more detail: there are some 30 people to choose
from; please note Christmas cards are not suitable
for some regions of the world eg Middle East and
Communist countries. Please contribute/use any

small notelets or tiny cards weighing less
than 10 grams which can be slipped into
airmail envelopes. Posters regarding the
Greeting card Campaign will be displayed
in Borders, Southampton Civic Centre Li-
brary, October Books, Southampton Uni,
Shirley Library, RSB call centre. Cheryl
will arrange advertisement in Daily Echo.

¢ Tin Collection Update: Viv put Tin in
Shirley shop, Amelia to place Tin in Ordi-
nance Survey and Troy to put Tin in Bor-
ders. Also a request to be made to Solent
University Shop.

¢ Southampton & Winchester Visitors
Group AGM on 1st December at St An-
drew’s Church at 7.30 pm. Annual report
available to be read.

¢ Several Death penalty cases are being for-
warded to those on e-mail list. Please do
not feel pressured to respond to all cases.
Please advise if you would like to be added
to John’s e-mail list

¢ Giampaolo (treasurer) reported that our
current account balance was £671.18. 30
people renewed membership to date. Last
year we had 50 members by end of calen-
dar year.

¢ Associated Convention of Human Rights
meeting on 29th November to be attended
by Veronica and Jean. The best ways for
us to work together to promote Human
Rights in Southampton to be discussed.

¢ Next meeting: Greeting Card writing and
letter writing, plus small Christmas social-
feel welcome to bring some nibbles, any
leftovers to be given to YMCA.

Iraqi prisoners at risk: 16,000 prisoners currently
held in Iraq by US forces, are at risk of torture and

potential execution after unfair trials when they are
handed over to Iraqi custody

Protect the Human: The finalists: Don't miss your
chance to see performances of the three short listed

Information on Al Web site
www.amnesty.org.uk

plays in this year's playwriting competition.

Congo: UN Troops must deploy as soon as
possible: The UN Security Council's decision
to deploy an extra 3,000 troops, to bolster its
peacekeeping force, is a welcome step. How-
ever it is the implementation that matters. We
are still receiving reports of killings, rape and
sexual violence against women and girls, and
the recruitment of child soldiers.




Southampton Group Who’s Who:
Group Officers:
Co-Chairs:

Kulbir Chahal and
Madeleine Cato
Secretary :

Mary Brown
Membership Secretary
Kulbir Chahal
Treasurer:
Giampaolo D’Alessandro
Outreach and Parliamentary Officer:
Veronica Tippets
Press:

Cheryll Pitt
News Letter Editor:
John Williams
Subgroups:
Women’s Issues:
Trish McPherson
Terrorism, Security and Human Rights
Giampaolo D’Alessandro
Death Penalty:

John Williams
Control Arms Campaign:
Chris Powles
Refugees:

Jilly Cooke
Central America:
Paul Humphrey
China & East Asia:
Anne Parry

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Article 7: All are equal before the law and
are entitled without any discrimination to
equal protection of the law. All are entitled
to equal protection against any discrimina-
tion in violation of this Declaration and
against any incitement to such discrimina-
tion.

Amnesty News
Is printed by
The CAB’in
33, Highfield Lane, Southampton, SO17 1QD
Contact: Alan Scammell for all your printing needs:
023 8055 2680

" Diary:

- December:

+ Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th: Greetings’
Card Event at Borders Bookshop, -
Southampton. -

+ Sunday 7th: Southampton UmverSItyD
Amnesty Group “Amnesty Quiz and.
Curry”; The Bridge Bar, Student’s Un- -
jon Building, Highfield Campus, cost .
50p per person for entry into the quiz®
and curry; to celebrate the 60th Anni- -
versary of UDHR, lots of party related’
entertainment. All welcome.

¢+ Monday 8th: Group Meeting: Greet-
ings Card Writing & Christmas Card -
Social (bring nibbles to share). 7.30_
pm Avenue St Andrews, all welcome. -

+ Wednesday 10th: Human Rights Day .
and 60th Anniversary of UDHR. .

+ Monday 12th: Group Meeting: Human-
Rights in West Papua; Speaker: Rich-®
ard Samuelson & Benny Wenda, from
“Free West Papua. 7.30 pm Avenue St
Andrews, all welcome. o
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SEASON'S GREETINGS
TO ALL OUR
READERS

WISHING YOU A
HAPPY CHRISTMAS
AND
A NEW YEAR OF
SUCCESSFUL
HUMAN RIGHTS
CAMPATIGNING!
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