
It is proposed that the next Integrated 

Strategic Plan will look at refreshing 

our vision, mission and values.   

 

At the Regional AI Conference in No-

vember, Kate Allen and Alex Siddal of 

AIUK spoke about this issue. 

 

Refreshing our Vision:   
 A world where there is hope, dig-

nity, equality and justice for all. 

 

Refreshing our Mission:  

 Working with those whose human 

rights are threatened and those who 

defend them  

 We fight to end injustice, inequality 

and other grave abuses of human 

rights  

 We demand accountability and 

 Promote respect for the rights en-

shrined in the UDHR and other In-

ternational Instruments. 

 

Refreshing our Values:  

 The power, energy and action of 

individuals. 

 Working in partnership with others 

to promote the universality and in-

divisibility of human rights. 

 Relevance and effectiveness at the 

local as well as global levels. 

  

We are: 

 Courageous and persistent in our 

fight to end human rights abuses. 

 Independent of any government, 

political ideology, economic in-

terest or religion. 

 Accountable to all stakeholders, 

including in particular, rights 

holders, our partners in civil soci-

ety and our members, supporters 

and donors. 

 Committed to innovation, learn-

ing and to finding solutions to hu-

man rights problems. 

 

 

Campaign areas in focus for next 

year: 

 The rights of people living in pov-

erty 

 The rights of people living under 

conflict and lawlessness 

 The equality of all people 

 The rights of people on the move 

involving migrants and refugees. 
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AI’s 

VISION 

is of a world in which 

every person enjoys all of 

the human rights  

enshrined in the  

Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and other  

international standards. 

 

AI’s 

MISSION 

is to undertake research 

and action focused on 

preventing and ending 

grave abuses of the rights 

to physical and mental 

integrity, freedom of con-

science and  

expression, and freedom 

from discrimination, 

within the context of its 

work to promote all  

human rights. 

 

AI’s 

CORE VALUES 

remain those of :  

international solidarity, 

effective action for the 

individual victim, global 

coverage, the universality 

and indivisibility of  

human rights,  

impartiality and  

independence, and  

democracy and mutual  

respect. 

 



 

 Iranian teacher trade unionist at risk of execution  
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Letter writing guide 

 

*Always be polite.  This rule is essential and invariable.  Your aim is to help, not to relieve your own feelings.  

Governments don’t respond to abusive or condemnatory letters (however well deserved!) 

*Always write your letters on the basis that the Government concerned is open to reason and discussion. 

*It is important where possible to stress a country’s reputation for moderation and justice, to show respect for its 

constitution and judicial procedures, and to demonstrate an understanding of current difficulties.  This will give 

you more scope to point out ways in which the human rights situation can be improved. 

*Follow strictly the instructions given by AI. 

*Never use political jargon.  Don’t give the impression that you are writing because you are ideologically or po-

litically opposed to the government in question.  It is far more effective to stress that your concern for human 

rights is not politically based in any way, but in keeping with basic principles of international law. 

*If appropriate, explain who you are and what you do.  It shows your letter is genuine, and that people from vary-

ing walks of life are following events in the country concerned. 

On 24 November, prison guards 

entered Farzad Kamangar's cell in 

Section 209 of Tehran's Evin 

prison. It is reported that the 

prison guards beat him, threatened 

him with execution, and took him 

out of the cell, along with some of 

his personal belongings. Later that 

day, another prisoner reported see-

ing him in the prison clinic, appar-

ently unconscious. He is now be-

lieved to have been returned to his 

cell. In Iran, the removal of a de-

tainee from their cell often signals 

that the person may be executed 

imminently. AI is therefore con-

cerned that despite a review of his 

case being underway, Farzad Ka-

mangar remains at risk of execu-

tion.  

Farzad Kamangar was arrested by 

Ministry of Intelligence officials 

along with two other members of 

the Kurdish minority, Ali Heydari-

yan and Farhad Vakili, in Tehran 

around July 2006. The three men 

were sentenced to death on 25 

February 2008 after being con-

victed of "moharebeh" (enmity 

towards God), a charge leveled 

against those accused of taking up 

arms against the state, in connec-

tion with their alleged member-

cannot be carried out while under 

review.  

Prior to his trial, he was held in-

communicado, tortured and oth-

erwise ill-treated, including by 

being beaten, flogged, and elec-

trocuted. He is now said to suffer 

from spasms in his arms and legs. 

He was tried in unfair proceed-

ings, during which his access to 

his lawyer was restricted. Farzad 

Kamangar has been prohibited, 

on several occasions and for pro-

longed periods of time, from see-

ing his lawyer and family mem-

bers. 

 

Action: Urge the Iranian authori-

ties to commute the death sen-

tences handed down to the three 

men and to investigate allegations 

of beatings and torture  

 

Write to: His Excellency Ayatol-

lah Sayed 'Ali Khamenei - Leader 

of the Islamic Republic  

The Office of the Supreme 

Leader 

Islamic Republic Street -  

Shahid Keshvar Doust Street,  

Tehran,  

Islamic Republic of Iran  

ship of the armed group, the 

Kurdistan Workers Party 

(PKK).  

Ali Heydariyan and Farhad 

Vakili also received additional 

sentences of 10 years' impris-

onment for forging docu-

ments. Under Iranian law, 

they must serve their prison 

sentences before being exe-

cuted. The death sentences of 

all three men were upheld by 

the Supreme Court.  

However, Farzad Kamangar's 

lawyer has submitted his case 

to a judicial review panel in 

an effort to have his death 

sentence overturned. Under 

Iranian law, death sentences 



December Meeting 
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Kulbir and Madeleine (joint chairs) welcomed every 

one to the meeting:  The business issues dealt with as 

follows: 

 Regional Amnesty Conference: held in Basing-

stoke 0n 29/11/2008; Mary Brown, Rapinder 

Kaur, Florentina and Kulbir Chahal attended.  

There was a guest appearance by Kate Allen and 

Alex Siddal, who spoke about introducing the 

next Integrated Strategic Plan, which involves all 

national AI Groups around the world.  The inten-

tion was to “ Empower rights holders and 

strengthen the human rights movement”.  Will 

include a refreshed statement of Amnesty’s vi-

sion, mission and values.  (see page 1 for de-

tails).  Also at the conference, two speakers from 

the International Solidarity Movement (ISM), 

who gave emotional accounts of their experiences 

in the settlement areas of Palestine and what they 

endured against Israeli aggression.  Encouraging 

volunteers from England to go to Palestine and to 

strengthen their cause by non-violent direct ac-

tion.  There is a two day training course in Janu-

ary for anyone interested. (see website 

www.palsolidarity.org/main/).  Also a talk of in-

troducing the Poverty and Human Rights Cam-

paign early next year,  See AIUK web site 

www.amnesty.org.uk 

 Craft Fair at Southampton University 
30/11/2008.  A big thank you to all who helped, 

and particular thanks to Jilly and Mary for pro-

viding excellent goodies to sell.  The total 

income at the Craft Fair was £202.20 ap-

proximately £20 more than last year, net 

income less as we have to recover the cost 

of Christmas cards.  It was suggested that 

we should contact AI and suggest they 

produced a wider range of cards, ie some 

at the cheaper end of the market. 

 Greetings Card Campaign at Borders 

Bookshop 6/12/2008 and 7/12/2008.  A 

big thank you to all who helped and in par-

ticular to Mary for organising the event.  

There was general agreement that this had 

been a great success.  106 Greeting Cards 

signed (China-34, Eritrea-17, Turkey-9, 

Nigeria-20, Cuba-25 & Burma-1).  Also 

raised £110.43 in tin rattle. 

 Action of the Month: to write to MPs re-

gards Police Accountability in Mozam-

bique.  

 Treasurer’s report: Our current balance 

stands at £1100.   

 Annual Conference and AIUK AGM:  

To be held in Swansea 3rd to 5th April. 

 

The Business Meeting was followed by a fur-

ther signing of greetings cards and an enjoy-

ment of the food and beverages.  Thanks to all 

who brought some food and drink to share. 

Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territories: Immediate access to humanitarian workers  

and observers essential. (posted 31st December) 
 

As the number of casualties continues to mount, civilians in Gaza are in increasingly dire need of food, 

medical and other emergency assistance, Amnesty International said today. 

International humanitarian and human rights workers, as well as journalists, have not been allowed into 

Gaza by the Israeli army since the beginning of November, with the exception of a few journalists who 

were allowed in for a couple of days earlier in December.  

As attacks continue, Amnesty International called on the Israeli authorities, the Hamas de-facto admini-

stration and all other Palestinian armed groups to stop all unlawful attacks. They must not target civil-

ians and buildings not being used for military purposes, whether through air or artillery strikes or home

-made rockets, and must take all precautions necessary to protect civilians from the dangers caused by 

military operations. 

Amnesty International also expressed great anxiety that a ground incursion into Gaza by Israeli forces 

could greatly increase civilian casualties. 

“We urge all parties not to target civilians and not to carry out indiscriminate or disproportionate at-

tacks that put civilian lives in danger.” 
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Diary: 
January: 
 Monday 12th: Group Meeting: Human 

Rights in West Papua; Speakers: Richard 
Samuelson & Benny Wenda, from “Free 
West Papua.  7.30 pm Avenue St An-
drews. All Welcome. 

February: 
 Monday 9th: Group Meeting: Update 

and Letter Writing on Central America.  
7.30 pm Avenue St Andrews.  All Wel-
come. 

March: 
 Sunday 8th: International Women’s Day 
 Monday 9th:  Group Meeting: Countries 

of the Former Soviet Union; Speaker: 
Barry Hay, AIUK Country Coordinator for 
the South Caucasus Region; and Discus-
sion on Group Planning Pack.  7.30 pm 
Avenue St Andrews.  All Welcome. 

 Saturday 21st: Courtlye Musick: Con-
cert of medieval Music, St Michael’s 
Church Southampton. 

 TBC Collection at Waitrose, Portswood. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights  

Article 8:  Everyone has the right to an effective 

remedy by the competent national tribunals for 

acts violating the fundamental rights granted him/

her by the constitution or by law. 

Article 9:  No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 

arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10: Everyone is entitled in full equality 

to a fair and public hearing by an independent and 

impartial tribunal, in the determination of his/her 

rights and obligations and of any criminal charge 

against him/her. 

Information from AI web site  

Find out more about each of these stories 

at  

www.amnesty.org.uk 

 
GAZA CRISIS: Civilians must be protected. 

 

CONGO - Actions, Not Words: The people of 

eastern DRC need practical measures and deci-

sive action to stop the gross human rights abuses, 

not just words.  

 

RECYCLE YOUR MOBILE WITH AM-

NESTY: and stand up for human rights world-

wide. Every phone you recycle with us - regard-

less of age or condition - raises £4 to support our 

work. 

 

CHINA: Release Liu Xiaobo immediately, urges 

Amnesty. 

 

TRAFFICKING: Convention ratification wel-

comed, but more protection needed. 


