
Campaigning for Human Rights is as 

essential now as it has ever been.  A 

quick look at AI’s 2009 Report (State 

of the World’s Human Rights) con-

firms that there is still much work to be 

done.  The Report highlights five 

“Global Themes”: 

Counter Terror with Justice:  
In 2008, government practices in the 

context of counter terrorism – resulting 

in illegal detention, torture and other ill

-treatment and impunity – continued to 

undermine the human rights frame-

work. 

 

Stop Violence Against Women: 

Women and girls suffer disproportion-

ately from violence - both in peace and 

in war, at the hands of the state, the 

community and the family. A life free 

from violence is a basic human right, 

yet violence is a daily reality for 

women in societies throughout the 

world. 

 

Death Penalty: 

During 2008, at least 2,390 people 

were known to have been executed and 

at least 8,864 people were sentenced to 

death around the world. As in previous 

years, a large number of death sen-

tences were handed down in trials that 

failed to meet internationally recog-

nised standards of fairness. 

 

Human Rights Defenders: 

Working with and on behalf of HRDs 

has been at the heart of Amnesty In-

ternational's work since the organiza-

tion began. 

 

Demand Dignity: 

Poverty is not inevitable. The billions 

of people who live in poverty are shut 

out, ignored and denied security by 

the actions and failures of the power-

ful. This is a human rights crisis. 

 

I am sure that like me you sometimes 

wonder if the “ordinary” people can 

make a difference.  But the good 

news is we can.  Every year, AI re-

ceives messages of thanks and soli-

darity that inspire AI members to 

keep working for human rights. Such 

messages show the positive effects of 

our work and that, together, we can 

make a difference. 

See you on 14th September. 

 Group Meeting 

 

Monday 14th September 2009 

 

“Wither the Government of  

National Unity in Zimbabwe” 

Speaker: 

Wilf MBANGA,  

Exiled Editor, “The Zimbabwean” 

 

Avenue St Andrew’s 

United Reformed Church 

The Avenue, Southampton 

7.30 pm 

ALL WELCOME 

www.amnesty-volunteer.org/uk/southampton-city 

Welcome to 2009-10 

September 2009     

AMNESTY NEWS 

Southampton Group  

This News Letter is produced by The Southampton Group of AI.  It may not necessarily 

represent the views of Amnesty International. 

More details from  

John Williams Editor  

AI’s 

VISION 

is of a world in which 

every person enjoys all of 

the human rights  

enshrined in the  

Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and other  

international standards. 

 

AI’s 

MISSION 

is to undertake research 

and action focused on 

preventing and ending 

grave abuses of the rights 

to physical and mental 

integrity, freedom of con-

science and  

expression, and freedom 

from discrimination, 

within the context of its 

work to promote all  

human rights. 

 

AI’s 

CORE VALUES 

remain those of :  

international solidarity, 

effective action for the 

individual victim, global 

coverage, the universality 

and indivisibility of  

human rights,  

impartiality and  

independence, and  

democracy and mutual  

respect. 

 



Stop 

disappearances: 
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Letter writing guide 

 

*Always be polite.  This rule is essential and invariable.  Your aim is to help, not to relieve your own feelings.  

Governments don’t respond to abusive or condemnatory letters (however well deserved!) 

*Always write your letters on the basis that the Government concerned is open to reason and discussion. 

*It is important where possible to stress a country’s reputation for moderation and justice, to show respect for its 

constitution and judicial procedures, and to demonstrate an understanding of current difficulties.  This will give 

you more scope to point out ways in which the human rights situation can be improved. 

*Follow strictly the instructions given by AI. 

*Never use political jargon.  Don’t give the impression that you are writing because you are ideologically or po-

litically opposed to the government in question.  It is far more effective to stress that your concern for human 

rights is not politically based in any way, but in keeping with basic principles of international law. 

*If appropriate, explain who you are and what you do.  It shows your letter is genuine, and that people from vary-

ing walks of life are following events in the country concerned. 

In 2008 the UN reported over 

1,200 cases of enforced disappear-

ance, which is when a state detains 

a person without acknowledging 

their detention and conceals their 

whereabouts.  

 

Many of these 'disappeared' face 

torture and death at the hands of 

their captors and their families are 

left with no idea what has hap-

pened to them.  

 

The new UN Convention on En-

forced Disappearance is the first 

legally enforceable treaty to deal 

with enforced disappearance and 

at last offers the chance to prevent 

and prosecute this terrible crime; 

It states clearly that there is no im-

punity and no excuse.  

 

Though the UK has had the oppor-

tunity to sign this Convention 

since February 2007 they have not 

yet done so.  

 

Background Information: 

Enforced disappearance is a par-

ticularly cruel human rights viola-

tion, a violation of the person who 

has disappeared and a violation of 

those who love them and are fi-

13,500 remain unaccounted for.  

In Columbia 955 cases of disap-

pearances remain unresolved.   

 

Since 2001 increasing numbers of 

people are being detained under 

counter terror legislation and be-

ing held for lengthy periods of 

time without trial.  In Pakistan, in 

2006, human rights groups were 

lobbying on behalf of 563 disap-

peared persons.  Unlike other en-

forced disappearances, these de-

tainees are often not killed but 

they are at risk of torture, cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment 

and are refused the right to a fair 

trial. 

 

Call on the UK Government to 

sign the Convention on En-

forced Disappearances.   
 

Write to:  
Rt Hon Jack Straw MP  

Secretary of State for Justice and 

Lord Chancellor  

Ministry of Justice 

102 Petty France 

London 

SW1H 9AJ 

United Kingdom  

nancially dependant on them. 

 

Over the last 25 years the 

trend of disappearances has 

changed.  Nowadays they tend 

to occur in nations suffering 

from internal conflict.  There 

are now 5,500 outstanding 

cases of enforced disappear-

ances in Sri Lanka, in Algeria 

the figure is almost 3000.   

Since 1999, it is estimated that 

more than 5000 people have 

gone missing in Chechnya.  

According to the International 

Commission for Missing Per-

sons (ICMP) over 30,000 peo-

ple disappeared in Bosnia dur-

ing the conflict; an estimated 



July Meeting: AGM 
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AGM:  Kulbir welcomed everyone to the meeting 

and reviewed the year’s activities: 

♦ September: A speaker from the Medaille Com-

munity who spoke about “people trafficking” and 

showed a high impact film. 

♦ October: The focus had been on terrorism and 

human rights; we had held a stall at the Phoenix 

screening of Persepolis; and had a petition for 

Iranian women signed. 

♦ November: Featured a speaker from the Inde-

pendent Domestic Violence Advocacy Service.  

Members had also attended the Regional Confer-

ence.  There had also been a card sale at the Uni-

versity Craft Fair. 

♦ December: A very successful Greetings Card 

signing event at Borders. 

♦ January: Featured speakers from “Free  West 

Papua. 

♦ February: Focussed mainly on letter writing. 

♦ March: Featured a speaker from AI on the topic 

of Countries of the Former Soviet Union. We also 

held a very successful concert by Courtlye Mu-

sick. 

♦ April: Focussed on feed back from the National 

AGM. 

♦ May: Provided the Group with an Update on 

China. 

♦ June: Focussed on the local work with refugees.  

A number of members attended a demon-

stration in Romsey commemorating 

Tiananmen Square. 

♦ July: Our AGM. 

 

Madeleine and Kulbir stood down as Co-

chairs and were thanked for all their work.  

See Who’s Who page 4 for this years officers. 

 

The meeting was joined by Andrew Pope, 

from The Cooperative, who spoke about the 

forthcoming film at Harbour Lights- “Burma 

VJ” 

 

Additional business: 

♦ Action: Mary produced information on the 

“Tamil Issue”. 

♦ Law Students for Social Justice at Univer-

sity of Southampton have invited our 

Group to provide a speaker for event in 

February next year.  Giampaolo and Jilly 

to organise. 

♦ “Free Hu Jia & Zeng Jinyan” the Group 

has had post cards printed. 

♦ Monthly action, included a photo action 

regards “Protection of all persons from en-

forced disappearance” 

New Agenda Format for  

Group Meetings 2009-2010 

 

7.30: Action of the Month 

 

7.40: Any rotas to be circulated 

 

7.45: Main event eg speaker, letter  

 writing, etc 

 

8.45: Business 

 

9,15: End 

As a trial we are going to drop coffee, see 

how it goes!! 

Date for your diary 

 

Pub Quiz 

 

The Duke of Wellington  

Bugle St Southampton 

7.30 

20.10.09 

£5 per ticket 

£10 with curry 
A chance for us to find out who’s the 

brains of the  

Southampton Amnesty Group! 



Southampton Group Who’s Who: 

Group Officers: 

Chair: 

John Williams 

Deputy Chair 

Rob Atkinson  

Secretary : 

Mary Brown 

Membership Secretary 

Kulbir Chahal 

Treasurer: 

Giampaolo D’Alessandro 

Outreach and Parliamentary Officer: 

Veronica Tippets  

Press: 

Cheryll Pitt  

News Letter Editor: 

John Williams  & 

Rob Atkinson  

 

Subgroups: 

Women’s Issues: 

Trish McPherson  

China & East Asia 

Giampaolo D’Alessandro  

Death Penalty: 

John Williams  

Central America: 

Rapinder Kaur  

Dignity Campaign 

Rob Atkinson  

Amnesty News 

Is printed by 

The CAB’in 

33, Highfield Lane, Southampton, SO17 1QD 

Contact: Alan Scammell for all your printing needs: 

023 8055 2680 

Diary: 
July: 
September: 
♦ Monday 14th: Group Meeting: “Whither 

the Government of National Unity in 
Zimbabwe”; Speaker: Wilf Mbanga, Ex-
iled Editor “The Zimbabwean”  7.30 
p.m. Avenue St Andrew’s; All welcome. 

♦ Saturday 26th: Tin Rattle at Sains-
bury’s Shirley. 

♦ Friday 9th: Zeng Jinyan’s birthday. 
♦ Saturday 10th: World day Against the 

Death Penalty. 
♦ Monday 12th: Group Meeting: “Demand 

Dignity Campaign: introduction & dis-
cussion on poverty & human rights; 
Speaker: Ros Topley, AI Trainer. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

 
Article 21: (1) Everyone has the right to take part 

in the government of his country, directly or 

through freely chosen representatives.  

(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to pub-

lic service in his country.  

(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the 

authority of government; this will shall be ex-

pressed in periodic and genuine elections 

which shall be by universal and equal suffrage 

and shall be held by secret vote or by equiva-

lent free voting procedures. 

Information from AI web site 

Find out more about each of these stories 

at 

www.amnesty.org.uk 

UK: STOP DISAPPEARANCES: See letter 

page (page 3) 

 

SHAME SHELL: Help us turn Shell stations 

into 'hell stations' to publicly highlight the dam-

age Shell is doing in the Niger Delta. 

 

PRIORITY ACTIONS: You can make a real 

impact, right now. This week's priority action fea-

tures Ferhat Gerçek and Engin Çeber who have 

been seriously assaulted by police in Turkey. 

 

AI & MAINSTREAM PUBLISHING 

LAUNCH a collection of short stories by some 

of the world's greatest fiction writers to mark 60 

years of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights 

 

CIA TORTURE FINDINGS: full-scale investi-

gation needed. 

 

PHILIPPINES: Displaced people at great risk 

despite ceasefire. 

 

TASER: Amnesty alarmed at claims that Home 

Office is considering new taser that fires electric 

bullets 


