
Shelagh is Guatemala Co-ordinator as well as 

Regional Co-ordinator.  There are 17 local 

groups signed up to the region as well as indi-

vidual members who work on the cases.  

 

Central America is not often in the news in the 

United Kingdom, though the civil wars of the 

1970s and 1980s raised the profile of the re-

gion. The coup in Honduras in June 2009 fea-

tured in the press but there is rarely any cover-

age or analysis. 

 

The focus for our campaigning in 2010 will be 

migrant rights in Mexico, violations by Police 

and Armed Forces, the continuing violence 

against women and support for campaigners 

for indigenous rights and for Human Rights 

Defenders.  

 

Specific cases we will follow are those that 

feature in the recent Greetings Card Campaign: 

 

In Nicaragua, nine women Human Rights De-

fenders are facing legal proceedings for their 

involvement in the case of a nine-year-old girl 

known as Rosita, who was raped and made 

pregnant in 2003 and who obtained a legal 

abortion. Amnesty fears that the complaint has 

been brought solely because of the women's 

human rights work and the campaigning activi-

ties they have carried out to ensure the right of 

women and girls to safe and effective sexual 

and reproductive health services.  

 

Raul Hernandez is an indigenous rights cam-

paigner from Guerrero state in Mexico who 

was imprisoned in April 2008 with other mem-

bers of his organisation OPIM, accused of the 

killing of Alejandro Feliciano Garcia. In March 

2009, the others were released, but Raul is still 

in Ayutla prison. Amnesty believes the evi-

dence is spurious and has been brought in re-

prisal for his legitimate activities promoting the 

rights of their community and exposing abuses 

by a local political boss and local authori-

ties.Claudina Velàsquez was a 19-year-old 

law student when she was found murdered in 

2005 in Guatemala City. She had been shot 

in the head and there was evidence of sexual 

violation. 687 women were murdered in Gua-

temala in 2008.   Although evidence was lost 

and it is unlikely there will ever be justice for 

Claudina, her family continue to campaign 

because they feel so strongly that Guatemala 

must be a country safe for all women.   

 

The International Secretariat did an analysis 

of all the human rights violations they had 

recorded from 2005 to 2008 in the Americas. 

The countries with the highest number of 

violations were Colombia, Brazil, Mexico 

and Guatemala. The most at risk were indige-

nous people and human rights defenders. 

 

In July 2009, Vidulfo Rosales, a lawyer from 

Tlachinollan law centre in Guerrero state 

visited the UK as part of a Peace Brigades 

International speaker tour.  He was very clear 

that international support makes a big differ-

ence to him and his clients; they need to 

know that they are not alone, and know that 

we are putting pressure on the Mexican au-
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AI’s 

VISION 

is of a world in which 

every person enjoys all of 

the human rights  

enshrined in the  

Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and other  

international standards. 

 

AI’s 

MISSION 

is to undertake research 

and action focused on 

preventing and ending 

grave abuses of the rights 

to physical and mental 

integrity, freedom of con-

science and  

expression, and freedom 

from discrimination, 

within the context of its 

work to promote all  

human rights. 

 

AI’s 

CORE VALUES 

remain those of :  

international solidarity, 

effective action for the 

individual victim, global 

coverage, the universality 

and indivisibility of  

human rights,  

impartiality and  

independence, and  

democracy and mutual  

respect. 
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Letter writing guide 

 

*Always be polite.  This rule is essential and invariable.  Your aim is to help, not to relieve your own feelings.  

Governments don’t respond to abusive or condemnatory letters (however well deserved!) 

*Always write your letters on the basis that the Government concerned is open to reason and discussion. 

*It is important where possible to stress a country’s reputation for moderation and justice, to show respect for its 

constitution and judicial procedures, and to demonstrate an understanding of current difficulties.  This will give 

you more scope to point out ways in which the human rights situation can be improved. 

*Follow strictly the instructions given by AI. 

*Never use political jargon.  Don’t give the impression that you are writing because you are ideologically or po-

litically opposed to the government in question.  It is far more effective to stress that your concern for human 

rights is not politically based in any way, but in keeping with basic principles of international law. 

*If appropriate, explain who you are and what you do.  It shows your letter is genuine, and that people from vary-

ing walks of life are following events in the country concerned. 

In October 2010 Burma plans to hold 

its first national elections since 1990, 

when Aung San Suu Kyi’s party won 

a majority of seats but was not al-

lowed to take power. 

In the run up to the elections, AI 

wants to ensure that peaceful political 

dissent is allowed in Burma and that 

everyone is free to express their 

views without fear of harassment, 

intimidation or violence.  

TAKE ACTION FOR THE 88 GEN-

ERATION STUDENTS GROUP 

This is a key case for our campaign-

ing this year and we’ll be keeping 

you updated and calling for further 

action in future mailings.  

Background  

There are over 2,100 political prison-

ers in Burma. The junta control eve-

rything you watch, read and hear. 

They brutally repress even peaceful 

protests. Yet, despite the risks, ordi-

nary Burmese people continue to call 

for democracy. 

In March 1988 a courageous group of 

Burmese students began to call for 

democracy. Their actions rapidly 

gained broad support across the coun-

try and became a peaceful movement 

for change. But the government re-

sponded to the demonstrators with 

ferocity – killing, imprisoning and 

disappearing thousands of people. 

arrested. Htay Kywe, Mie Mie were 

sentenced to 65 years in prison.  

Zaw Htet Ko Ko was originally sen-

tenced to 5 years in prison, but he 

has since received further sentences, 

bringing his prison term to a total of 

17 years.  As part of the crackdown, 

other members of the 88 Generation 

group were also arrested and sen-

tenced to long term imprisonment. 

By the end of August 2008, nearly 

300 people had been arrested for 

their peaceful political activities as 

part of the crackdown. 

You can watch videos of Waihnin, 

the  daughter of Mya Aye, one of the 

88 Generation group on our website 

www.amnesty.org.uk/burma. 

 

Action: Call for the immediate re-

lease of the pro-democracy activis-

its. 

Write to: 

Brigadier-General Kyaw Hsan, Min-

ister of Information  

Ministry of Information 

Bldg. (7) 

Naypyitaw 

Union of Myanmar Brigadier-

General Kyaw Hsan, Minister of 

Information  

Ministry of Information 

Bldg. (7) 

Naypyitaw 

Union of Myanmar 

The surviving leaders of the stu-

dent movement were given long 

jail terms, some spending up to 

15 years in solitary confinement. 

17 years later, former leaders of 

the 1988 demonstrations formed 

a pro-democracy campaign with 

a new generation of activists – 

known as the ’88 Generation 

Students group. In August and 

September 2007, members of the 

group, including veteran activists 

Htay Kywe and Mie Mie, and 

younger member, Zaw Htet Ko 

Ko, took part in mass anti-

government protests which swept 

through Burma.  

The uprising was brought to an 

end in a violent crackdown by 

the military junta and they were 
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 Action of the month:  Ethiopia, letters to MEPs. 

 

 SEGALULA Concert:  Volunteers required by 

6.15 at St Michael’s 

 

 Walk around Eling, fundraising event see box 

below. 

 

 AGM resolution meeting 7th April at Mary’s 

house at 7.30 pm. 

 

 Burma campaign, see letter details page 2.  

AIUK want to involve Groups in the run 

up to the elections in Burma. 

 

 General election (see box below), it has 

not been possible to arrange a public meet-

ing as only one prospective candidate has 

responded to our request! 

 

FUNDRAISING EVENT 

 
Saturday 24

th
 April, meet at 11.30 am 

 
GUIDED WALK AROUND 

ELING VILLAGE 
with its ancient church, tide mill 

and dwellings 
followed by a soup & cheese 

lunch 
 

Shared transport to Eling. Full 
details attached 

 
Tickets £5.00 ï booking essen-

tial 
BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 

 

Amnesty and the General Election 
 
Dozens of new MPs will be elected at the forthcom-
ing General Election, and it is crucial that from the 
outset that they are made aware they have con-
stituents who care about human rights, and who 
believe that they should matter to their MP. 
 
By lobbying candidates now, we can help to ensure 
that human rights are kept on the agenda by the 
next Parliament. 
 
Amnesty is urging all candidates to make the fol-
lowing commitments. 
 

The rights of women in the UK and 
overseas 
 
Security and human rights. 
 
The human rights framework in the 
UK. 
 
Human rights and poverty 
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The CAB’in 
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Contact: Alan Scammell for all your printing needs: 

023 8055 2680 

Diary:  
April:  
 Monday 12th; Group Meeting, feedback 

from AGM, Group Planning Pack and 
Planning for AGM. 7.30 pm Avenue St 
Andrews.  All welcome.  

 Saturday 24th: Guided Walk around El-
ing with Soup & Cheese Lunch (see de-
tails page 3)  

May: 
 Monday 10th: Group Meeting: China.  

7.30 pm Avenue St Andrews.  All wel-
come. 

 Friday 28th: Anniversary of founding of 
AI in 1961. 

Information from AI web site  

Find out more about each of these stories 

at  

www.amnesty.org.uk 

END THE DEATH PENALTY IN EUROPE 

Despite the rest of Europe taking a stand against 

the death penalty, Belarus continues to exercise 

this cruel punishment. Prisoners on death row are 

told just moments before they are executed, and 

their families are informed only after the event. 

The body is not handed over to relatives and the 

place of burial is kept secret. After reporting no 

executions in 2009, Belarus has already sent two 

men to their death this year. 

 

INDIA: Vedanta, a UK-based mining company, 

is abusing the human rights of indigenous com-

munities in Orissa. Its refinery is already ruining 

the environment and now it plans to expand 

 

INDONESIA: Johan Teterissa, a primary school 

teacher, is serving a 15-year sentence for leading 

a peaceful protest in 2007 at an event attended by 

the President of Indonesia 

 

Yemen: Exclusive new images show scale of de-

struction from Yemeni and Saudi bombardments. 

 

Lebanese PM should step in to halt Saudi Arabia 

'Sorcery' execution. 

 

Zimbabwe: Stop silencing activists- call made 

after artist arrested in Bulawayo 

Jeanne Christie 
 

Sadly, we have been informed of the death of 

Jeanne Christie. 

 

She died earlier last week after a short spell in 

hospital. 

 

Her funeral is on Friday 9th at 2.00 pm in Free-

mantle United Reformed Church. 

 

Jeanne was a long and faithful member of 

Southampton AI Group and she will be sorely 

missed. 


