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New Meeting Place: Tuesday, April 17th,  7:30 PM   @ 333 Elmgrove Avenue (Elmgrove runs off of Wayland  Square), Providence, 2nd floor.  Please call Liz Palter at 861-1164 for directions.  This is a New Meeting Place.  Most likely May meeting will be at Liz’s place.  Thank you Liz!
Agenda: The Burma group will meet earlier than the regular meeting, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. to begin discussing and planning the event (book signing and talk) for Christina Fink's newly released book, "Living in Silence," for presentation during the regular meeting. 

Upcoming Events:  

1. The AGM or Annual General Meeting : The meeting will be held this year in Nashville, Tennessee, on April 20-22. Travel subsidies are available to assist in covering expenses. If you are interested, please contact Marcia at 274-3739. If a representative of Group 49 attends the AGM, that person will be given a voucher entitling him/her to vote on behalf of the group. 
2. The Colombia event: Free Trade/Plan Colombia/Indigenous Peoples' Resistance.   Speaker: Roberto Perez, President of the U'wa (Colombia Indians) Sponsored by: American Friends Service Committee, Rainforest Relief, and DARE Location: Providence Friends Meeting House, 99 Morris Ave., Providence Date: April 24th Time: 7:00 p.m. Please call Greg at 401-454-8736 for more details.

3. The Textron action, RI Mobilization for Peace and Justice and the Little Sisters of Mercy are having their annual protest at the Textron shareholders meeting, and members of AI Group 49 will be participating as part of AIUSA's efforts against the transfer of helicopters to Turkey and Colombia.  The action will start around 9 am. (The meeting starts at 10:30 am) on April 25th at the Providence Convention Center. Please call Greg for details at 401-454-8736.
4. Spring tour speaker with the AIUSA Campaign Against Torture – New England Region and Washington, DC. Speaker:Hülya Üçpinar (Please see the following page for more details about biography of Ms. Ucpinar).  This event is organized by AI Group 49 as well as Brown chapter of AI.   Location: Brown University.  Wilson 101 Date: April 28th; Time: 4:30 p.m.  Please call Greg at 401-454-8736 for more details.

Please remember your dues!
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Amnesty International is an independent worldwide movement working impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience, fair & prompt trials for political prisoners, and an end to torture and executions.  It is funded by donations from its members & supporters, who number over a million in 150 countries and headquartered in London with a research staff of many nationalities.  Rhode Island coordinators are volunteers.
Spring tour speaker with the AIUSA Campaign Against Torture – New England Region and Washington, DC - Hülya Üçpinar from Turkey

Hülya Üçpinar is the Executive Director of the Center on Human Rights Law and Law Research of the Izmir Bar Association and has been a leading human rights attorney in Turkey.  Prior to assuming the leadership of the Center on Human Rights Law, she worked as a human rights lawyer for almost a decade, representing torture survivors in complaints before the Turkish Courts and the European Court of Human Rights. She has also been a lead research contact in Turkey for Amnesty International’s campaign against torture and has contributed to the development of the “Istanbul Protocol,” the international protocol on the Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.  

Amnesty International’s London headquarters has noted that the Human Rights Law Center led by Ms. Üçpinar is “impressive” and that, through this center, the Izmir Bar Association has done more human rights education and human rights project work than any other similar center in Turkey. As Executive Director, Hülya Üçpinar oversees the documentation, public education, and advocacy work of the center.

During her work as a private practice attorney, Ms. Üçpinar represented political prisoners who had been severely torture or ill-treated during their 15-day pre-detention period with the Anti-Terror Police.  In 1993, one of her clients died due to injuries sustained as a result of torture; however, the Turkish authorities declared that his death was the result of illness.  As the result of extensive litigation and public advocacy by Ms. Üçpinar and her colleagues, the courts accepted the alternative, retrospective report from independent forensic physicians as a legal equivalent to official forensic reports -- for the first time ever in Turkey. The torturers in this case were sentenced to imprisonment; however, appeals have kept the case open for seven years. 

Ms. Ucpinar was also one of the attorneys in the well-known “Case of the Manisa Children,” in which the “children” were eventually acquitted and 10 policemen were sentenced to prison for more than 10 years.  The teenagers accused in this case were arrested on misdemeanor charges of scrawling leftist graffiti in the town of Manisa and of belonging to an armed radical group.  During 11 days of questioning at police headquarters, the teenagers reported that they were blindfolded, stripped, hosed with cold water, and subjected to electric shocks of the genitals.  Some of the detainees were raped.

Ms. Üçpinar is an experienced public speaker and has lectured domestically and internationally on human rights topics, including lecturing on a speaking tour for Amnesty International–Germany. She has also trained colleagues and law students in Turkey on aspects of domestic and international human rights law, and for four years, she facilitated human rights education programs in Turkish secondary schools.  Her professional affiliations include membership in the Human Rights Association and War Resisters Association in Turkey and service as a pro bono consultant to the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey. 

COLOMBIA

From New York to San Francisco, Hundreds Protest Colombia's Failure to Protect Human Rights Defenders 

Amnesty International Mobilizes Nationwide Membership for International Day of Action

 On Monday, April 2, hundreds of Amnesty International USA members joined their counterparts from Canada, Uruguay, the United Kingdom, Denmark and Belgium to urge the Colombian government to take immediate steps to protect its human rights defenders. The activists held demonstrations at the Colombian consulates in New York, Washington DC and San Francisco. Delegates from these cities, as well as from Chicago and Atlanta, met with consular officials to outline the organizations' concerns. In Miami, activists held a vigil outside of the city's consular office.

"Over the last four years, more than 27 human rights defenders have been killed, and a similar number have narrowly escaped attempts on their lives," said Dr. William F. Schulz, executive director of Amnesty International USA (AIUSA). "Although some steps have been taken to bring the guilty to justice, President Andres Pastrana has largely failed to end impunity for those who commit such egregious violations. This casts serious doubt on his stated commitment to make human rights a priority in Colombia."

On its International Day of Action, Amnesty International's activists urged the Colombian government to:

· Take immediate steps to improve the protection of human rights defenders in Colombia 

· Fully prosecute those responsible for threatening, harassing, harming or killing human rights defenders, in particular those from illegal paramilitary groups 

· Take immediate action regarding recent threats against human rights defenders, such as those against the Barrancabermeja-based groups Credhos and Organizacion Femenina Popular 

In particular, the organization asked Colombian officials for a progress report on the case of renowned human rights lawyer Dr. José Eduardo Umaña Mendoza, who was murdered in Bogotá in April 1998. Shortly before he was killed, Dr. Umaña had denounced the role of the military intelligence unit in paramilitary activity and human rights violations. His death was apparently related to his defense of trade union leaders.

"The Colombian government should integrate immediate protection measures with preventive measures. Priority must be given to thorough investigations of the violations and threats against human rights defenders and the bringing to justice of those responsible," said Paul Paz y Miño, AIUSA's Colombia Country Specialist. 

Turkey

Activists Against Rape in Custody on Trial

Two years ago, two young women N.C.S, a minor, and Fatma Deniz Polattas, were sexually tortured in a police station in Turkey. 

The trial of the police officers charged with their torture progresses slowly. However, on the 21 of March in Istanbul, the trial begins of 14 women and two men, among them the father of one of the torture victims, their lawyer and other victims of rape in custody. They are charged with having insulted the security forces with their denunciation of custodial rape at a conference in June 2000. 

Nazli Top, one of the defendants, was arrested in 1992. She stated, "They brought me to the back room of a police station. They started to beat me. They applied electro shocks to my toes and fingers. They raped me with a truncheon. Sometimes they stripped me naked and poured cold water over me" Amnesty international has called on the Turkish authorities to drop the charges against these women's rights activists who are guilty only of peacefully expressing their views. 

A representative of Amnesty International observed the trial. 

Background
N.C.S., a 16-year-old Kurdish girl, and her 19-year-old friend, Fatma Deniz Polattas were allegedly tortured and forced to give false confessions while detained at Police Headquarters in Iskenderun in March 1999. They were held in custody for seven and five days respectively. According to their testimonies, their torture included rape and other sexual assault. Both were kept blindfolded during their detention. For the first two days, N.C.S. was forced to stand continuously, prevented from sleeping and using the toilet, and denied food and drink except sour milk. She was forced to strip and remain naked in a cold room. During the interrogation she was beaten - with blows directed especially at her head, genitals, buttocks and breasts - and forced to sit on a wet floor for long periods before being made to roll naked in water. On other occasions she was suspended from the arms and hosed with pressurized cold water. Police threatened to kill her and rape her mother. Fatma alleged the same treatment, as well as anal rape with a serrated instrument. While in police custody the two were also forcibly subjected to so-called a virginity tests, which AI believes, is a form of gender-based violence that constitutes torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. 

In November 1999 the two girls were sentenced to long prison terms after being found guilty of being members of the armed opposition group Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and taking part in violent demonstrations against the arrest of PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan. The court did not wait for the results of the investigation into the torture allegations.

Between mid-1997 and November 2000, 132 women sought the help of a legal aid project in Istanbul for women raped and sexually abused in custody. Ninety-seven of the women are Kurds, four are Romanian, one is Bulgarian and one is German. The alleged perpetrators are mainly police officers (98 cases), but also include gendarmes, soldiers and village guards, and in one case, prison guards. They are rarely brought to justice.

AI has documented a general climate of impunity for those suspected of torture and ill-treatment in Turkey.  Even where complaints of serious human rights violations are pursued by the authorities and security officers are prosecuted, only a negligible proportion of them are eventually convicted. According to recent official figures, investigations of 577 security officials accused of torture between 1995 and 1999 resulted in only 10 convictions (1.7 %). In the same period, 2851 investigations into cases of ill-treatment ended with 84 convictions (2.9 %). In cases where a conviction occurs, security officials often receive the lightest possible sentences.

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

Send Milosevic to the Hague! 

Amnesty International urged that the arrest of former President Slobodan Milosevic on 1 April 2001 be followed by his immediate transfer to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (Tribunal).

"We call on the Yugoslav government to transfer him to the custody of the Tribunal which has indicted him under international law for crimes against humanity in Kosovo". 

"As a member of the United Nations, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is obliged to surrender Slobodan Milosevic and all other suspects remaining on its territory who have been indicted by the Tribunal ", the organization stressed. "The Tribunal has primacy over all domestic courts", Amnesty International added, reminding President Vojislav Kostunica of the gravity of the crimes for which former President Milosevic has been indicted.

Background
Slobodan Milosevic was indicted with four other former government officials on 24 May 1999 on charges of crimes against humanity and violations of the law and customs of war committed in Kosovo by Serbian and FRY forces acting under their command, with their encouragement and with their support. Co-indicted with the former president are Milan Milutuinovic, President of Serbia until 25 January 2001, Nikola Sainovic, former Deputy Prime Minister, Dragoljub Odjanic, former Yugoslav Army Chief of Staff and Vlajko Stojilkovic, former Serbian Minister of Internal Affairs. Carla del Ponte, the Tribunal's Chief Prosecutor has stated that further charges against the former president for crimes allegedly committed in Bosnia-Herzegovina are currently being prepared.

Statement of Dr. William F. Schulz Executive Director, Amnesty International USA on the Reported Arrest of Slobodan Milosevic 

Reports of Slobodan Milosevic's arrest bring new hope to those who suffered under his brutal 13-year reign, and we applaud the initiative of the Serbian leadership and the special forces who undertook his arrest.

At the same time, this development is only a first step toward victory. Arresting the former Serbian ruler on corruption and abuse of power charges does not take into account the massive human rights violations for which he has been indicted by the International Crimes Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia at the Hague, including crimes against humanity that affected thousands in Bosnia, Croatia and Kosovo. It is critical to remember that Milosevic has been charged with some of the gravest human rights catastrophes in recent history.

The war in the Balkans provided a compelling lesson that humanitarian crises occur when the world allows perpetrators to commit human rights atrocities with impunity. Until Milosevic is turned over to the jurisdiction of the ICTY, and prosecuted as is mandated by international law, there will be no justice for the thousands who have either been killed or whose lives have been indelibly marked with the specters of terror, torture and death. If he isn't tried by the Tribunal, it will send the very powerful message to other human rights violators that it is open season on ordinary people who can't defend themselves. For these reasons, we implore the Serbian authorities to take the critical steps necessary to truly bring Milosevic to justice.

Afghanistan: Massacre in Yakaolang 

Amnesty International issued a report on January's massacre of over 300 unarmed men and a number of civilian women and children by Taleban forces in Yakaolang, in Bamiyan province. 

According to eyewitness accounts, Taleban forces began to arrest and execute Hazara people over several days after recapturing Yakaolang district from Hezb-e Wahdat armed forces on 7 January. 

Eyewitnesses also reported the deliberate killing of dozens of civilians hiding in a mosque. One person said: "Some people in Kata Khana ran to the mosque thinking the Taleban would respect the sanctity of the mosque, but they were wrong." They said they saw Taleban soldiers fire rockets at the mosque where some 73 women, children and elderly men had taken shelter. No one was allowed access to the mosque for three days and only two young children survived. 

Taleban leader Mullah Mohammad Omar has denied the massacres took place and banned journalists from visiting the district. 

Witnesses also told Amnesty International that Hezb-e Wahdat forces carried out at least four summary executions during the several days they were in control of Yakaolang in late December 2000. 

Japan

Kurdish Asylum-seekers Face Deportation

Two Kurdish asylum-seekers being held in Ushiku Immigration Detention Facility are at risk torture and imprisonment should they be returned to Turkey, Amnesty International said.

"The Japanese authorities must stop the deportation of Hasan Cikan and another Kurdish asylum-seeker (name withheld)," the organization said.

Although the two men expressed their will to apply for refugee status on 20 February, the immigration official failed to convey this to the refugee inquirer until after pressure from their lawyers. The asylum seekers then had to apply for temporary asylum on the 23 of February, which was rejected on the 26th February. The asylum seekers were asked to sign a voluntary deportation order but refused.

"Japan's asylum procedure goes against the spirit of the Refugee Convention. Those fleeing persecution in their home country should be treated fairly and with dignity while their application is being processed." 

Amnesty International is calling on the Japanese government to introduce greater transparency in the refugee recognition procedure. The asylum procedure requires an effective monitoring system to ensure that all asylums applications are fairly considered by the authorities. 

El Salvador

No Peace Without Justice


In the nine years since the end of the armed conflict, the Salvadorean authorities have consistently failed or refused to take any steps to investigate the massive scale human rights violations committed during the war and bring perpetrators to justice, Amnesty International said.

In a report published, the organization is putting forward a series of recommendations to end the complete impunity which has so far shrouded those responsible for thousands of cases of torture, "disappearances" and political killings. 

"It is time for the Salvadorean government to show the political will to break the circle of impunity which is preventing the country from moving towards true peace and reconciliation," Amnesty International said. 

"Given the scale of the human rights violations involved, a systematic approach to the problem of impunity is needed," the organization continued, recommending that the government should set up a 'Programme to end impunity' with a clear schedule to bring about investigations and prosecutions. 

A first step in this programme would be to move ahead in all the cases where judicial proceedings have already taken place or action is pending, including the murders of Monsignor Romero in 1980 and of six Jesuit priests, their cook and her daughter in 1989. "All victims and their families should be guaranteed their right to seek judicial recourse and to reparation, as set out in international law," Amnesty International said. The organization stressed that efforts to end impunity should include strengthening the judicial system to increase its reliability, and ensuring that the Office of the Procurator for Human Rights is fully functional and adequately staffed and resourced.

"The government should also urgently annul the 1993 Amnesty Law, which has allowed torturers and killers to walk free," Amnesty International said. 

The organization added that the Salvadorean authorities can no longer shy away from their responsibility towards the victims and their families and from their international obligations to prosecute and punish all individuals found guilty of human rights violations.

Background

There is no definitive figure for the total number of victims of human rights violations during the El Salvador 1980-1991 armed conflict. However it is estimated that at least 75,000 people suffered torture, were extrajudicially executed or "disappeared".

The end of the conflict and the establishment of a Truth Commission in 1991 brought hopes that war-time human rights violations would be investigated and those responsible brought to justice. However, such hopes were obliterated by the passing of an Amnesty Law -- granting absolute and unconditional amnesty to anyone guilty of human rights violations committed before January 1992 -- just days after the publication of the Truth Commission's report. 

The Truth Commission's report documented widespread and systematic human rights violations at the hands of the armed forces, security forces and paramilitary groups -- as well as a number of killings and abductions carried out by the FMLN -- and recommended measures including the removal from office of all military and judicial officials named in the report and extensive reforms to the judiciary, the police and armed forces. To this day, these recommendations have not been fully implemented.

India

Where is the Inquiry?

Amnesty International asked its members worldwide to send further appeals to the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh querying why, despite assurances made in the legislative assembly, no impartial investigation has been carried out into the killing of human rights defenders Azam Ali and T. Puroshottam. 

T. Puroshottam, Joint Secretary of the Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee (APCLC) was stabbed to death in November last year. Azam Ali, the district secretary of the Nalgonda branch of the APCLC, was killed on 18 February 2001.

Amnesty International is continuing to urge the government to order an independent and impartial investigation into the killings and into serious allegations that police have been acting in connivance with those responsible.

The organization is appealing to the National Human Rights Commission to take action to ensure an impartial investigation into these serious allegations. 

Lobby Week

You can participate in Lobby Week by calling, writing or meeting with your elected officials during the week of April 16 - 20.

To participate or for more information, please call or email Carina Hopper:

Tel: 202-544-0200 ext. 281

Email: ilegisla@aiusa.org  
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 Walt Whitman High School Group Meets with Representative Morella (R-MD)
 During Lobby Week, Amnesty members around the country will be working to pass human rights legislation and to free prisoners of conscience: non-violent individuals who have been jailed because of their beliefs. 

Join other Amnesty members in helping us achieve our human rights goals by contacting your elected officials during this week or -- better yet -- meet with them while they're visiting your hometown during this Congressional recess week. 

It might seem intimidating to speak with your Member of Congress, but we’ll help make it easy! 

We will provide you with all the materials you need to effectively enlist your elected officials in our fight for human rights. You will receive background information on the issues and individuals we are working to help and a step-by-step guide to scheduling and carrying out an effective meeting with your Representative and Senators, as well as answers to many commonly asked questions. To help even more, we have a free 30-minute video to teach you advanced tips and techniques of lobbying for human rights. In many states, we also have experienced Legislative Coordinators to talk you through any questions you might have, and, of course, you can always e-mail us for advice (legisla@aiusa.org ). 

We hope that you will join us in the fight for human rights by speaking with your elected officials during the week of April 16-20. They are your representatives. Are they representing you? 

Learn more about your Members of Congress and how to influence them! 
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       A young amputee victim of diamond-funded rebel forces in Sierra Leone. We need your Member of Congress to help stop the conflict diamond trade that is fueling human rights abuses. Urge him or her to support the Clean Diamonds Act.    
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Kirk Bloodsworth spent 9 years in prison, two of them on death row, for a crime he did not commit. Since 1973, 95 inmates have been released from death row on grounds of innocence. Urge your Representative and Senators to provide access to DNA evidence, and competent counsel for those accused of capital offenses by supporting the Innocence Protection Act.        

 

Torture survivors living in the US are not getting the treatment they need because torture treatment centers lack the funds to service the many survivors. Congress has been leading the way in providing more funds, but still survivors are put on waiting lists, or turned away. Ask your Members of Congress to help support the Torture Victim’s Relief Act of 2001.    

Rebiya Kadeer of China

Letters from Members of Congress helped secure the release of Mirtha Bueno Hidalgo, , and Doha Al-‘Askari. Urge your Representative to sign letters on behalf of three other prisoners including Rebiya Kadeer of China.      Learn more about the issues!  

· Push human rights legislation!

· Release prisoners of conscience!

· Lobby your Senators and Representative in your home town during the week of April 16-20! 
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