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New Meeting Place: Tuesday, May 15th,  7:30 PM   @ 333 Elmgrove Avenue (Elmgrove runs off of Wayland  Square), Providence, 2nd floor.  Please call Liz Palter at 861-1164 for directions.  This is a New Meeting Place.    
Agenda: Book signing and the Burma case in general. 

Upcoming Events:  

The Burma group organized a book signing event for Christina Fink on June 1,  Friday from 7-9. Christina Fink has written a book (Living in Silence)" about Burma and she will hold a talk at the Border's Bookstore cafe in down town Providence Mall.  Christina Fink has been very helpful to us in the past and we are hoping for a good turnout. Please come!
Please remember your dues!


Amnesty International is an independent worldwide movement working impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience, fair & prompt trials for political prisoners, and an end to torture and executions.  It is funded by donations from its members & supporters, who number over a million in 150 countries and headquartered in London with a research staff of many nationalities.  Rhode Island coordinators are volunteers.
Urgent Action Appeal

Timothy McVeigh, white, aged 32 
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="

USA (Federal)

Death penalty / Moratorium on Federal Executions 


A 38-year de facto moratorium on federal executions in the USA is due to come to an end with the execution of Timothy McVeigh on 16 May 2001, unless President George W. Bush imposes an official moratorium.

The USA has executed more than 700 men and women since it resumed judicial killing in 1977. All were convicted of murder under the laws of individual states. No federal prisoner has been executed since Victor Feguer was hanged in 1963 for a kidnapping. There are around 25 men on federal death row in Terre Haute. The US Government can seek the death penalty in cases where there is a substantial federal interest, such as the killing of a federal official, or murders, which take place on federal property.

Timothy McVeigh is scheduled to be executed by lethal injection in the US Penitentiary in Terre Haute, Indiana, on 16 May. He was convicted in federal court in 1997 of the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City on 19 April 1995, in which 168 people were killed and more than 500 injured. He has dropped his legal appeals against his death sentence and is not seeking clemency from President Bush.

In September 2000, the US Justice Department released the findings of a review into the federal capital justice system which revealed widespread racial and geographic disparities in the application of the federal death penalty. These Justice Department findings led President Clinton to issue a six-month stay of execution for Juan Raul Garza, a Hispanic man scheduled to be lethally injected on 12 December 2000 while the Justice Department conducted further analysis of its review. As one of his last acts in office, President Clinton also commuted the death sentence of a federal prisoner, David Ronald Chandler, whose guilt was in serious doubt.

The unreliable, arbitrary and apparently discriminatory nature of the federal capital justice system echoes its state-level counterpart, a lethal lottery riddled with arbitrariness, discrimination and error. Since the Governor of Illinois imposed a moratorium on executions in his state because of its record of wrongful convictions in capital cases, domestic concern about the US death penalty has reached unprecedented levels.

More than 60 countries have abolished the death penalty since 1977. Today, as the first US federal execution in almost four decades approaches, more than 100 countries have abandoned executions in law or practice. A measure of the global progress towards abolition can also be found in the mandate of the International Criminal Court. Set up to try the world's worst crimes - genocide, torture, mass killing - the most severe penalty that the Court will be able to impose is life imprisonment, subject to review after 25 years.

Amnesty International opposes executions in all cases, without reservation, regardless of the heinousness of the crime. The death penalty is a symptom of a culture of violence, not a solution to it. By imitating and taking to refined, calculated heights what it seeks to condemn - the deliberate taking of human life - the state is allowing those who kill to set society's moral tone. The death penalty offers no answers to the many questions that arise from violent crime, and diverts energy and resources away from humane, constructive alternatives to confronting this pressing social problem. It encourages feelings of vengeance, division, intolerance, and hatred. It is an entirely destructive exercise with no measurable societal benefit. 

Executions carry the official message that killing is an appropriate response to killing. That is the same reasoning said to lie behind the carnage in Oklahoma City on 19 April 1995. The jurors at Timothy McVeigh's trial agreed among other things that he believed the federal government was responsible for the deaths of over 70 people at the Branch Davidian religious sect in Waco, Texas, in 1993 following a siege by federal agents, and that federal agents murdered Sammy and Vicki Weaver during a siege near Ruby Ridge, Idaho, in 1992.

The USA's increasingly isolated resort to this cruel, brutalizing and irrevocable punishment is a matter which cries out for leadership at the highest level. Because of the scale of the crime of which Timothy McVeigh was convicted, national and international attention to his impending execution will be enormous, in contrast to the scant coverage given to the majority of executions since 1977. As such, the case provides President Bush with a singular opportunity to announce to the widest possible audience that he will no longer allow those who kill to set the moral tone, and that he will not allow federal executions to resume at a time when more than half the countries of the world have stopped executions and when domestic concern about the death penalty is at unprecedented levels.

President Bush can declare a moratorium on federal executions under Article II, Section 2, Clause 1, of the US Constitution which gives him the “Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United States”. 

Recommended Action
Please send telegrams/faxes/express/airmail letters, in your own words, drawing from the above and other arguments as you see fit. While expressing sympathy for the victims of violent crime, urge President Bush not to allow federal executions to resume after 38 years without them and to impose an immediate moratorium with a view to leading his country away from the death penalty.

	PRIVATE
Appeals to:
George W. Bush
The President
The White House
Office of the President
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500
USA

Fax: +1 202 456 2461
Telegrams: President Bush, Washington DC, USA
E-mail: president@whitehouse.gov
Salutation: Dear Mr President
	

	


Please send appeals immediately. 

Oppose the Resumption of US Federal Executions
Events in the United States on the Pending Execution of Timothy McVeigh

American Friends Service Committee is encouraging people of faith to give sermons, homilies, and reflections during the month of May. For more information, contact 215-241-7130 or pclark@afsc.org

For Whom the Bells Toll Campaign - All churches are urged to toll their bells 168 times at noon on May 15th for the victims of the Oklahoma bombing. At 7:00 a.m. May 16th, ring the bells one time to show your opposition to the death penalty and the execution of Timothy McVeigh. If you have no bells, hang a black drape over the front door of church and tie black ribbons on trees outside.


From our friends at Group 133 of Somerville

Group 133 Somerville has a great new site at http://www.freeXu.org for this
Chinese POC, Xu Wenli, take a look!

==============================================

Demonstration Against Executions and Vigil for the Oklahoma City Bombing Victims Tuesday, May 15, 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. -- On Boston Common, near the Park Street MBTA Station

On the eve of the Timothy McVeigh execution, join Boston-area activists for a time of protest, victim remembrance, speakers, music, leafleting, and
public expression of disgust for the United States' resumption of executions at the federal level. Say no to killing, no to more victims, and no to more
executions.

The more bodies, hands, and voices we can gather together at this event, the more effective our public stance against all executions will be. We need you
there to help pass out flyers and to hold signs and banners letting the world know we won't stand for yet another act of violence. If possible, please bring extra signs, flyers, and friends.

For more information or questions, contact deathpenalty133@hotmail.com or
call Paul Bugala at 617-627-9269.
Updates and further details can be found at
http://www.amnesty133.org/ai/action/dpinfo.html .

We are expecting a considerable amount of media at this event (the Boston Globe and Associated Press have already mentioned it in articles this past
week). Please direct all media/press inquires to Kathleen Gillespie at gilleska@hotmail.com, 617-625-4660. Official press release is available at
http://www.amnesty133.org/ai/action/PressRel.htm .

Sponsored and supported by Amnesty International, Massachusetts Citizens Against the Death Penalty, Campaign to End the Death Penalty, the American
Friends Service Committee, American Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts, Veterans for Peace, Council for Native American Solidarity, Boston Area
Leonard Peltier Support Group, Boston's Community Sant'Edigio, and Citizens United for Alternatives to the Death Penalty.

Turkey

Letter to Justice Minister


Amnesty International  wrote to Turkey's Justice Minister regarding an amendment to Article 16 of the Anti-Terror Law, which allowed for solitary confinement and small group isolation. The amendment does not go far enough to ensure prisoners will be allowed to participate in communal activities outside their cells. 

The amendment opens the possibility for prisoners to participate in common activities, such as education and sport, and allows for unobstructed visits. However the wording suggests that these changes will depend on individual prison resources and be provided at the discretion of individual prison authorities. Amnesty International also expressed concern that communal activities will only be possible within the "framework of rehabilitation and education programs developed for such prisoners". 

Amnesty International called on the Justice Minister to "ensure that prisoners spend a reasonable part of the day engaged in a program of communal activities outside their living units", as called for by the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT). The CPT has said that prisoners should spend eight hours or more outside their cells engaged in purposeful activity of a varied nature. 

Background
 Prison conditions have been a subject of intense debate in Turkey in the past year. Prisoners and their families as well as many human rights defenders and other civil organizations have been concerned that the new "F-type" prison system might lead to regimes of isolation, which would increase the risk of torture or ill-treatment. 

Since October 2000 more than 1,000 political prisoners have participated in hunger strikes against the "F-Type" prisons. Reportedly up to 800 people remain on hunger strike. To date 20 people, including 16 prisoners and four of their relatives, have died as a result. 

On 9 December 2000, the Justice Minister promised that the planned transfer of prisoners to the "F- type" prisons would not take place until Article 16 of the Anti-Terror Law, which lays down a draconian regime of isolation, was amended. Yet on 19 December, an operation was conducted by the security forces in 20 prisons, as a result of which 30 prisoners and two soldiers died. Subsequently, hundreds of prisoners were transferred to three new "F-Type" prisons. 

Further details of Amnesty International's concerns about the use of isolation and allegations of torture and ill-treatment in "F-Type" prisons are documented in Amnesty International's recent report: "Turkey: 'F-Type' prisons - Isolation and allegations of torture and ill-treatment": http://www.web.amnesty.org/ai.nsf/index/eur440252001 

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Political Violence a Severe Setback for Minority Returns

Violent demonstrations in Republika Srpska - the Bosnian Serb entity - over the past few days, may set back progress made in the return of minorities over the past few years, Amnesty International said.

Violence broke out in the towns of Trebinje and Banja Luka after Serb protestors targeted ceremonies held by local Muslim communities. Reports indicate that these incidents were highly organized and orchestrated by local hard-line politicians, including those of the Serb Democratic Party (SDS).

"This violence takes place in a climate of virtual impunity in which the perpetrators are rarely or inadequately prosecuted following most incidents of return-related violence," the organization said.

"Law enforcement officials should ensure adequate protection of all citizens against violence, and should conduct immediate and thorough investigations into all such incidents so that minorities can return to a safe and secure environment."

These incidents signal that the national authorities of Bosnia-Herzegovina, in particular those of the Republika Srpska, are not able to guarantee all of its citizens freedom of religious expression, as they should under the Dayton Peace Agreement.

The NATO-led Stabilization Forces (SFOR) should respond appropriately to these incidents of violence against life and person, as they have been mandated to do under Annex 1 of the Dayton Peace Agreement. In a press conference following the disturbances, a spokesperson from the NATO-led Stabilization Forces (SFOR) stated that there was in fact a special SFOR unit tasked to deal with crowd control, but failed to clarify why this unit had not been used during the riots in Banja Luka. 

Amnesty International is also concerned about reports that a Banja Luka independent radio station and the Bosnian Serb Helsinki Committee, which had condemned the violence, have started to receive threats.

Background 
On 5 May Serb demonstrators broke up a ceremony to mark the start of work to reconstruct the Osman Pasa mosque in Trebinje in south-eastern Republika Srpska, which was attended by local and international officials. According to eye-witnesses, including International Police Task Force (IPTF) monitors, local police failed to take adequate measures to protect those attending the ceremony, who had rocks and bottles thrown at them. A local international observer was reportedly beaten and punched by protestors and had to undergo medical treatment. 

On Monday 7 May a crowd of several thousands of Serb protestors broke through a police cordon surrounding the opening ceremony of the rebuilding of the completely destroyed Ferhadija mosque in the center of Banja Luka, the Republika Srpska capital. The 16th century mosque was blown up in 1993, and formal arrangements for its reconstruction had only just been made, following a decision by the Human Rights Chamber in 2000 to order the rebuilding of seven destroyed mosques in Banja Luka. Over 200 people, including international and local officials and religious dignitaries, as well as Bosnian pre-war inhabitants of Banja Luka who had come to witness the ceremony had to seek refuge in the nearby Islamic Community building as the mob started throwing stones at them, destroying several cars. Nearly 60 people, including 18 local police officers were injured in the event, some of them seriously. 

Local police have arrested scores of individuals suspected of being involved in the riots in both towns.

In an apparent reaction to the disruption of the religious ceremonies, two Bosnian men reportedly threw a hand grenade at an Orthodox Church in Sanski.  They were subsequently arrested and criminally charged.

Puerto Rico

Amnesty International Sends Observer to Vieques

Amnesty International sent an observer to Puerto Rico to investigate allegations that the US military police used excessive force against people protesting US military bombing exercises in Vieques.

Yanette Bautista, a Colombian national and Officer of Amnesty International's Costa Rica office, will be in Puerto Rico between 10 and 14 May and will observe a hearing on 12 May. The hearing, organized by the Human Rights Commission of the Puerto Rico Bar Association, will look into ill-treatment of demonstrators by US marine officers. Yanette Bautista will also be interviewing victims, attorneys, local groups and others about the events in question.

A number of protestors were hospitalized after being doused with pepper spray. Security forces also used tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse non-violent demonstrators. A three-month-old infant was treated in hospital after the Navy sprayed gas during a children's activity. Some of those arrested have also claimed that they were ill-treated while in detention. 

More than 120 people were arrested on trespassing charges during the protests between 24 April and 2 May. Most of them have since been released on bail but there are apparently seven people still in detention.

Background
The United States has used Vieques, an island off eastern Puerto Rico, as a bombing range for more than 50 years. The death of a civilian security guard in a botched bombing in April 1999 sparked protests and led to a suspension of operations. However, bombing exercises using inert ammunition resumed after lengthy negotiations between the US Navy and the Puerto Rican authorities. 

The latest protests began just hours after a federal judge in Washington turned down a last-minute appeal by the Puerto Rican Government to stop the Navy resuming its bombing exercises. The lawsuit contended the bombing could harm the health of Vieques residents and created too much noise.







