NEW ENGLAND BURMA ROUNDTABLE

 New Campaign for Local "Free Burma" Laws

  Forum: Monday, November 20, 7pm

  Cambridge Senior Center

  806 Massachusetts Avenue, Central Square, Cambridge

  Take local action to support human rights in Burma! 

  The Human Rights Crisis in Burma And What We Can Do: 

  A Forum on Local & State "Free Burma" Laws 

  Burma is ruled by a brutal military junta that tortures democracy activists, uses forced labor, and destroys tribal cultures.  In June, the Supreme Court struck down the pioneering Massachusetts Burma Law, which placed economic and public pressure on the regime.

  But the Court left room for legislation to be rewritten - and it has.  And it's ready to be introduced in your community and the State House.  Come learn about how you can help the Burmese people in their struggle for democracy.

  Monday, November 20; 7:00 - 9:00pm

  Cambridge Senior Center 

  806 Massachusetts Avenue (across the street from City Hall) 

  Central Square, Cambridge 

  The center is one block from the Central Sq. "T" Station on the Red Line.  There is a parking garage on the corner of Pearl Street and Green Street, next to the Central Sq. Library.

  The forum is free and open to the public.

  Simon Billenness

  *for the New England Burma Roundtable*

  Trillium Asset Management

  711 Atlantic Avenue, Boston, MA 02111

  (617) 423-6655, x225

  (800) 548-5684

  (617) 482-6179 - fax

  sbillenness@trilliuminvest.com

  http://www.trilliuminvest.com/

  "I see my life...as part of a procession, a dynamic process, doing all that we can do to move toward more good and justice; a process that is not isolated from what has happened before or what will come after.  And I do whatever I have to do along the path, whether it's sowing seeds or reaping the harvest or tending the plants half grown."

  Aung San Suu Kyi, Burma's democratic leader under house arrest, in "On the Issues," Fall '98
Urgent Action Appeal for Torture and Ill-Treatment
 
Fahriye Bikin (female), aged 65; Sekernaz Çakal (female), aged 56; Müyesser Günes (female), aged 48; Rahime Ince (female), aged 65;Azize Yildiz (female), aged 39; Murat Batgi (male), aged 31 
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The five women from the Peace Mothers Initiative are now known to have been sexually abused by gendarmerie, as well as otherwise tortured and ill-treated. They are still in custody. 

According to the Human Rights Association Insan Haklari Dernegi(IDH), the women were blindfolded and stripped naked while in custody at the Gendarmerie in Silopi. They were verbally abused, and the soldiers said things like "you bitch, did you go there to sleep with [Patriotic Union of Kurdistan head Jalal] Talabani?" and threatened to harm their relatives. The soldiers squeezed Azize Yildiz's breasts and took nude photos of her, telling her that they would print the photos in a daily tabloid paper with the headline "The wife of the owner of daily Yeni Gündem [a newspaper owned by her husband] was caught acting as a prostitute (sic)". 

Gendarmes at Silopi Gendarmerie Station reportedly beat the women around the head and neck, strangled them with their headscarves and squeezed their throats so they could not breathe. Although Fahriye Bikin had undergone a hip operation recently and suffers from high blood pressure, she was made to stand up all night. Müyesser Günes's shoulders and throat were squeezed, and she still suffers pain as a result. Sekernaz Çakal, who has undergone head surgery, was treated similarly. The soldiers throttled Rahime Ince, beat her around the head, pulled her hair and hit her shoulders with a heavy object. She still suffers from headaches and shoulder pains. 

The women were arrested on 4 October along with their interpreter when they returned from Iraq, where they had gone to mediate between the two sides in the civil conflict in the Kurdish region. They are remanded in Mardin Prison. The charges against them are not yet known, but Amnesty International fears they may have been detained solely for campaigning for peace in the region. They are members of the Peace Mothers Initiative, an organization of Kurdish women, who have lost children in the conflict. 

Recommended Action 
Please send telegrams/faxes/express/airmail letters:

· expressing deep concern at the allegations of torture, ill-treatment and sexual abuse made by the women and their interpreter; 

· urging the government to carry out a full and impartial investigation, including an independent medical examination, to establish the truth of these allegations, and asking to be told the results; 

· urging the authorities to suspend any officers accused of torture from duty while they are under investigation, and to dismiss them from the forces if they are convicted; 

· reminding the government of its obligations under Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights, to which Turkey is a state party: "No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment". 

PRIVATE
Appeals to:
Minister of Justice
Professor Hikmet Sami Türk
Adalet Bakani
Adalet Bakanligi
06659 Ankara
TURKEY
Telegrams: Adalet Bakani, Ankara, Turkey
Fax: 011 90 312 417 3954 / 418 5667
Salutation: Dear Minister 


Governor of Sirnak:
Sirnak Valisi
Sirnak Valiligi
Sirnak
TURKEY
Telegrams: Sirnak Valiligi, Sirnak, Turkey
Salutation: Dear Governor


Please send copies to:
State Minister with responsibility for Human Rights:
Mr Rüstü Kazim Yücelen
Office of the Prime Minister
Basbakanlik
06573 Ankara
TURKEY
Faxes: 011 90 312 417 0476


Ambassador Baki Ilkin
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
1714 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington DC 20036
Fax: 1 202 612 6744






   India

   AI:  Welcomed Steps to End Impunity in Jammu and Kashmir

   Amnesty International welcomed recent announcements to investigate    a series of killings in Jammu and Kashmir as a first    step toward ending years of widespread impunity. 

   On Tuesday October 31, Jammu and Kashmir's Chief Minister, Dr    Farooq Abdullah, announced a judicial probe into the    massacre of 35 Sikhs at Chittisinghpora on 20 March 2000 and the subsequent killing of five suspects, allegedly at the    hands of the security forces, at Pathribal 10 days later. 

   The organization is encouraged by the government's acceptance of    the report of the Pandian Commission into the police    shooting of demonstrators at Brakhpora on 3 April 2000. The    government's declared intention to prosecute  those held    responsible for the deaths of the Amarnath pilgrims in    Pahalgam on 1 August 2000, including members of the security    forces, is also a move in the right direction. 

   "Under international human rights law everyone has the right  to legal redress for abuses suffered. These recent    announcements offer a glimmer of hope that justice may be    served," Amnesty International said. 
   During the last few months Amnesty International has brought    many dozens of cases, including deaths in custody,    extrajudicial executions and illegal detention, to the attention    of the authorities, none of which have been subject to impartial  inquiry. The failure of the Government to date to bring the    perpetrators of human rights abuses to justice has resulted in a  climate in which more and more human rights violations have  been committed in the state. 

   In light of the recent announcements Amnesty International  hopes that the Government of Jammu and Kashmir will now be willing to work with human rights organizations to reduce  the level of violations currently taking place. The Indian  Government should now reconsider the possibility of access   to Jammu and Kashmir for human rights monitors. 

   Source: Amnesty International, International Secretariat,

   1 Easton Street, WC1X 8DJ, London, United Kingdom 

 USA

Texas Set to Execute Mentally Disabled Man as it Heads for Judicial Killing Record

Another chilling milestone in the ugly history of US judicial killing is looming, Amnesty International warned, as it released a letter sent to Governor George W. Bush yesterday. The letter calls on him to prevent the execution of a severely mentally disabled man, due to be carried out in Texas tomorrow evening. 

"We are calling on Governor Bush to act in accordance with his claim to be a compassionate leader and in line with his contention that Texas has become a 'beacon' state under his governorship," Amnesty International said. 

John Paul Penry, who has an IQ of between 50 and 63 and the mind of a seven-year-old child, is scheduled for lethal injection in Huntsville at 18:00 hours local time on 16 November. He was convicted in 1980 of the 1979 murder of Pamela Moseley Carpenter. 

In a landmark decision, the US Supreme Court overturned John Penry's death sentence in 1989, saying that juries must be allowed to consider mental retardation as a mitigating factor, but that the execution of the mentally retarded was not unconstitutional. John Penry was resentenced to death in 1990. 

"While Texas has for two decades remained fixed on its goal of killing John Penry, the bigger picture has changed," Amnesty International pointed out to Governor Bush. "Since Penry was first sentenced to death, 13 US states have passed laws that would make his execution illegal." 

Furthermore, the overwhelming majority of countries respect international human rights standards opposing the use of the death penalty against mentally disabled defendants. 

Amnesty International has reminded Governor Bush that during presidential campaigning he mistakenly told reporters that Texas does not execute the mentally retarded, and the letter points out that several such individuals have been put to death in his state. 

"The imminent execution of John Penry provides Governor Bush with an immediate opportunity to show that in future he will stand against a practice that flouts modern standards of justice and decency," Amnesty International said. 

After a politically fortuitous lull in executions in the two months leading up to the 7 November presidential election, the Texas execution machine has begun to make up for lost time. Stacey Lawton was executed last night, and another prisoner, Tony Chambers, is scheduled to be killed tonight. If both he and John Penry are executed, Texas will have put 38 prisoners to death this year, its highest annual total since the USA resumed executions in 1977. 

"Texas has already executed more people this year than most countries," Amnesty International said. AWhat is more, in the past three years it has put more prisoners to death -- 91 -- than any other US state has executed in over two decades of judicial killing." 

In his inaugural address on 17 January 1995, Governor Bush stated that his aim was to make Texas a "beacon state," an objective he says has been achieved. John Penry is scheduled to become the 150th prisoner executed in Texas since Governor Bush took office. 

"This is hardly the record of a state setting a shining example," Amnesty International said. "One must ask whether pariah, rather than beacon, would be a more suitable label." 

Background
Texas continues to violate international human rights standards in its pursuit of judicial killing. In some instances, Governor Bush has opposed attempts by Texas legislators to improve the situation, such as raising the levels of legal representation for poor defendants, and prohibiting the use of the death penalty against the mentally retarded. 

The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles yesterday rejected clemency for John Penry, leaving Governor Bush with the option of granting a 30-day reprieve. Amnesty International believes that he should do so, and ask the Board to reconsider its decision. John Penry's only other hope lies with the US Supreme Court. In 1988, the Court stopped Penry's execution 13 hours before it was due to be carried out. 

                                                                             USA

A Call for Human Rights Leadership as First Federal Execution Since 1963 Looms

President Clinton can take a historic step for human rights, or allow his country to fall further behind the growing international consensus against the death penalty, Amnesty International said today, as it released a 43-page memorandum on the federal death penalty sent to him last week. 

Juan Raul Garza is scheduled to become the first federal death row prisoner to be executed since 1963 on 12 December 2000. President Clinton has the power to commute his death sentence. Amnesty International is urging him to use that power. 

"President Clinton is facing a decision that no US President has had to take in nearly 40 years," Amnesty International said. "With national and international concern about US capital justice at unprecedented levels, he must call a halt to the federal death penalty before the killing begins." 

In addition to calling for clemency for Juan Raul Garza, Amnesty International is urging President Clinton, at the very least, to declare a moratorium on all federal executions in light of recent Justice Department findings of widespread racial and geographic disparities in the use of the federal death penalty. 

"We believe the President should go further, however," Amnesty International said. "He should commute the death sentences of all those currently under federal sentence of death. He must send a clear message to his country that its cruel, brutalizing and lethally flawed experiment with capital punishment has failed and that the death penalty tide has turned." 

Since President Clinton took office in 1993, nearly 500 men and women have been put to death in 29 US states. This represents more than 70% of all executions carried out since 1976, when the US Supreme Court allowed executions to resume. Whereas individual states began executing in 1977, the US Government did not reintroduce the death penalty under federal law until 1988, and then, in violation of international standards, massively expanded it in legislation signed by President Clinton in 1994. 

"For too long, the federal government has turned a blind eye to the judicial killing going on at state level in the USA," Amnesty International said. "The scheduled execution of Juan Raul Garza is one from which it cannot seek to escape full responsibility." 

Opposition to the resumption of federal executions has grown since September, when the US Justice Department released the findings of its review into the federal capital justice system. Amnesty International's memorandum examines the Justice Department's findings, and concludes that, as at state level, the power of local prosecutors to decide whether or not to seek a death sentence in any particular case appears to lie behind the disparities. 

"The government's own statistics provide yet more evidence that the federal death penalty suffers the same lottery-like qualities that plague capital justice at the state level," said Amnesty International. "To allow federal executions to proceed in the knowledge that the system may be tainted by arbitrariness and discrimination would be an unconscionable act." 

The memorandum also gives case illustrations of other ways in which the federal death penalty appears to mirror its state-level equivalent. Issues outlined include inadequate legal representation, juror confusion over sentencing, and cases of foreign nationals denied their consular rights. 

The US Government has told Amnesty International that it is "unalterably opposed" to any unfair application of the death penalty. "Now is the time for his government to prove that it means what it says," Amnesty International continued. 

Campaigning for the presidency in 1992, as Governor of Arkansas, Bill Clinton refused to stop the execution of a severely brain damaged prisoner. The question now is, can President Clinton demonstrate that times have changed in the USA? Or will history record that he left office as he entered it, after allowing an execution that widened his country's separation from international standards of justice and decency? 

Background
There are over 3,600 prisoners on state death rows in the USA, having been convicted of violating state capital laws. There are currently some 21 prisoners under federal sentence of death, convicted of breaking federal capital laws enacted by Presidents Reagan and Clinton. The last person executed under US federal law was Victor Feguer, who was hanged in Iowa in 1963. 

Colombia

President Clinton Must Order Investigation into Allegations of U.S. Collusion with Colombian Death Squads

Amnesty International USA Prepares to Sue CIA, DEA, and Others for Unlawfully Withholding Information About Alleged Collusion
Washington, DC -- President Clinton must order an investigation into the allegations of US complicity with Colombian death squads that were recently reported in The Philadelphia Inquirer and El Nuevo Herald, Amnesty International USA (AIUSA) said today. These allegations parallel a similar investigation AIUSA began in 1994. AIUSA’s investigation has been hampered by the withholding of information on these death squads by US agencies. 

“US agencies such as the CIA are unlawfully withholding information about death squads with whom they have allegedly worked,” said Carlos M. Salinas, Acting Director of Government Relations, who is leading AIUSA’s inquiry. “Since President Clinton approved sending $1.3 billion in aid to Colombia, and since he waived the modest human rights conditions that Congress had placed on the aid, ordering an Intelligence Oversight Board (IOB) investigation is the least he could do.” 

The death squad in question is PEPES, People Persecuted by Pablo Escobar, the notorious leader of the Medellin drug cartel. In 1993, this group set out to systematically attack and destroy anyone associated with Pablo Escobar. Once Escobar was killed, PEPES was transformed into a nationwide paramilitary network that continues to account for the vast majority of political killings in Colombia. 

If the allegations of US collusion with death squad operations are true, it is a classic example of “blowback,” or unintended consequences of covert activity -- a highly questionable and illegal action with detrimental consequences. Colombia continues to suffer a human rights emergency, with more than 3,000 people extrajudicially executed or “disappeared,” mostly at the hands of paramilitary groups that work closely with the Colombian Army. 

Amnesty International USA filed a Freedom of Information Act request in 1996 with various US intelligence and defense agencies seeking information on the PEPES death squad. Some of the requests were denied in full, while others were only partially met. As a result, AIUSA is preparing a lawsuit to compel the release of information from the Central Intelligence Agency, the Drug Enforcement Agency, and other agencies. 

This weekend, AIUSA mobilized its membership to contact the White House to urge the Administration to conduct the Intelligence Oversight Board investigation. 

Amnesty International Calls on Euro-Mediterranean Partners to Launch Serious Partnership for Human Rights

On the eve of the Euro-Mediterranean meeting in Marseilles, Amnesty International calls upon the 27 EUROMED governments to acknowledge that durable peace and stability can only be achieved when the human rights of every man, woman and child living in the Euro-Mediterranean region are protected. Economic and security arrangements should be built on human rights guarantees and not formulated at their expense. 

Five years after the start of the Barcelona process it is high time to move on from solemn, but as yet empty declarations to a serious and tangible partnership for the protection of human dignity and fundamental rights on all shores of the Mediterranean. Governments of the region should put as much effort in protecting human rights as they have done in making economic and security deals. 

Amnesty International calls upon EU and Mediterranean governments to adopt a program of action to effectively improve the human rights situation in the region. Concrete measures in particular for the protection of human rights defenders, women and asylum-seekers and refugees, for the eradication of torture and the fight against racism must finally bring life to the commitments governments made in Barcelona 1995, Malta 1997, Palermo 1998 and Stuttgart 1999. Euro-Mediterranean partners should jointly commit to combating impunity which remains a key obstacle to prevent human rights violations in the region. 

A credible partnership on human rights is reciprocal and must build on a common understanding that human rights violations are a challenge shared by all sides and of mutual concern. In particular, the EU must acknowledge and address human rights concerns in Member States, in particular torture and ill-treatment, impunity, racism and the protection of asylum-seekers, refugees and minorities. 

Amnesty International recalls that the human rights clauses integrated in the Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreements constitute a binding contract to respect human rights. Amnesty International is concerned that no specific measures have been taken to ensure that contracting parties comply with their human rights obligations laid down in Article 2 of the Agreements. 

Human rights defenders are at the forefront of efforts to build free and flourishing civil societies in the region. They must be able to work without interference, harassment or intimidation. Amnesty International calls upon the EU and its Mediterranean Partners to guarantee freedom of expression and association to encourage independent non-governmental organizations working for the defence of human rights. A true partnership for human rights should not tolerate that human rights NGOs and defenders are targeted or prosecuted for defending human rights, denouncing human rights violations or having sought access to the MEDA Democracy funds. 

Freedom from torture and ill-treatment is a vital aspect of the personal security and a non-derogable human right in all circumstances, including states of war or other public emergencies. Amnesty International calls on all states in the Euro-Mediterranean region to ratify international human rights treaties providing for the prevention and the punishment of torture. The eradication and effective prevention of torture and ill-treatment should be made a priority in the political and security dialogue of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. v Lack of political will by the governments or the region is the key obstacle to ending impunity, which remains a persistent feature of the Euro-Mediterranean region's landscape. It is high time the governments of the region put implementation of national laws and of commitments made under international human rights treaties before political bargaining; this alone will bring concrete results in the fight against impunity. 

Amnesty International recalls the shared responsibility of the EU and the Mediterranean countries to ensure that women, men and children can enjoy their human rights and fundamental freedoms without discrimination on grounds such as race, nationality, religion or sex. All Euro-Mediterranean governments have an obligation to put in place safeguards against discrimination and racist behaviour. They should ratify without reservation international treaties which seek to eliminate racial discrimination. 

While paying tribute to women's contributions to economic development, Euro-Mediterranean partners have turned a blind eye on persistent inequality and gender-based human rights violations in the region. Amnesty International calls on the EU and the Mediterranean countries to live up to their promises to protect women from discrimination and violence and fulfill their international obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and Optional Protocol. 

Amnesty International notes with great concern that EU and southern Mediterranean countries often fail to respect the human rights and protection needs of asylum seekers and refugees. Amnesty International calls on the Euro-Mediterranean states to ensure the effective protection of refugees in compliance with the 1951 UN Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol as well as relevant human rights treaties. Readmission agreements and other arrangements that prevent refugees from receiving durable and effective protection or that allow asylum seekers to be returned to a country where they would be at risk of serious human rights violations should be ended immediately. 

For the human rights clause in Article 2 of the Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreements not to remain a meaningless appendix, appropriate mechanisms must be put in place to regularly and impartially monitor developments in the field of human rights and civil liberties in the territory of all the contracting parties. Such a monitoring should include, for example, the incidence of human rights violations such as torture and the death penalty; the extent to which human rights defenders are free to act and speak out in defense of the rights of others and compliance by the contracting parties with the recommendations issued by UN human rights bodies and mechanisms in relation to the human rights treaties ratified by the contracting parties. Taking into account these recommendations, concrete measures towards the improvement of the human rights situation should be formulated, together with clear benchmarks for their implementation. At the same time, concrete action must be taken in cases of sustained and serious human rights violations. 

Background
Since the Euro-Mediterranean summit in Barcelona in November 1995, association agreements have been signed and ratified with Tunisia, Israel and the Palestinian Authority in the course of the effort to establish a free trade zone between the 15 EU Member States and the 12 Mediterranean countries participating in the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey and the Palestinian Authority). The association agreements contain a legally binding human rights clause (Article 2 of the Agreements). 

Israel and the Occupied Territories

Mass Arrests in Jerusalem and Northern Israel Often Followed by Police Beatings

[ Complete Report (pdf format) Summary of the Report (pdf format) ] 

(Washington, DC) – A culture of impunity around the Israeli police is resulting in police brutality, ill treatment, threats and beatings, according to a new report issued today by Amnesty International. 

The report, “Mass Arrests and Police Brutality,” is based on the findings of an Amnesty International delegation that visited Jerusalem and northern Israel from October 21-29. In the report, the human rights organization strongly criticizes the procedures and treatment of those arrested over the past six weeks in Jerusalem and northern Israel. 

“Palestinians, including children, were often arrested in their homes in the middle of the night in a highly intimidating fashion,” said Curt Goering, Deputy Executive Director of Amnesty International USA (AIUSA) and member of the delegation 

The Amnesty International report strongly criticizes the breaches in judicial procedures regarding the arrest and detention of children, especially with regard to Palestinian children. 

“Instead of being summoned to the police station, children were arrested as a matter of routine,” said Goering. “During their interrogation some children were reportedly subjected to psychological pressure by being shouted at, insulted or threatened during interrogation. In some cases children were reportedly beaten by the police.” 

Examples of cases brought to Amnesty International’s attention and contained in the report are: 

· Iyad Qaymeri, aged 17, and three other Palestinians were among a group of young men and boys throwing stones in Shu'fat in East Jerusalem, when they were arrested at 9.30pm on October 1, 2000. He was reportedly attacked by five soldiers who pushed him to the ground shouting insults, kicking and hitting him on his body and in his face. They were taken to what appeared to be a military camp where they were hooded and forced to lie on the ground for about two hours; from time to time someone would come and kick them or hit them. The four were then taken to the Moscobiyyeh detention center in Jerusalem. The night before Iyad Qaymeri's release on October 5th, police officers allegedly entered the cell and randomly beat 30 Palestinians under the age of 18 being held there, while yelling insults at them. 


· Yoav Bar, a computer programmer, described how immediately after his arrest during an initially peaceful protest in Haifa on October 2nd he was dragged by the legs for more than 50 meters by two police officers with his back sliding along the street, while other police officers beat him with batons. He was beaten again in a police car. He told the police that he thought his hand was broken; the police refused to give him any medical treatment. Yoram Bar Chaim, who protested at the treatment of Yoav Bar, was also arrested and beaten. They were both released at about midnight. Yoav Bar's left hand was broken in three places. Two of his ribs were broken and two of his front teeth were broken. His back was also injured as a result of being dragged along the street. 


· In Kufar Kana, a Palestinian village in Galilee, Bakr Sa'id, aged 15, was arrested on October 24th by a group of armed police who surrounded his house at around 2:00 am. Four police officers, their machine guns ready, entered the house, frightening the children and taking away Bakr Sa'id. He was interrogated the same night with shouting and threats - which were also heard by another detainee in the same station. The detainee said that when he tried to speak later in court to Bakr Sa'id a police officer slapped the boy in the face. Bakr Sa'id was released on November 3rd. 

Amnesty International welcomed the Israeli Government's announcement yesterday that it would set up a full judicial commission of inquiry under the 1968 Commission of Inquiry Act to investigate clashes with the security forces in which Arab and Jewish Israeli citizens were killed and wounded. 

However, the organization warned that the investigations should be thorough, effective and independent. 

“The commission should investigate all incidents of torture or ill-treatment by security forces and any report must be made fully public,” said Goering. “Those responsible must be brought to justice.” 

